
 

 

M AY O R  

D AVI D  R .  M ART IN  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

  
 

RICHARD FREEDMAN 

CHAIRMAN 

MARY LOU T. RINALDI 

    VICE CHAIR 

DUDLEY N. WILLIAMS 
SAL GABRIELE 
DAVID KOORIS 

SHELLEY A. MICHELSON 
 

T EL :  ( 20 3 )  9 77 - 4 699  
F AX:  ( 2 03 )  977 - 503 0  

   BOARD OF FINANCE 

        ST A MFOR D GO VER N MENT  C ENT ER  
                                                        88 8 W ASHING T ON BOU LEV ARD  
                                                                   P .O .  B OX 10 1 52  

                                                  ST A MFOR D, CON NECT ICUT  0 69 0 4 - 21 5 2  
 

 
April 20, 2016 

 
ACTION REPORT (MINUTES) OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING  

 
 Tuesday, April 19, 2016 
          Stamford Government Center 
   Board of Finance Conference Room     

 
A special meeting to approve the Mayor’s Proposed FY 2016-2017 Operating, Special Fund, and Capital and the 
Board of Education Budgets of the City of Stamford was held by the Board of Finance on Tuesday, April 19, 2016 
at the Stamford Government Center in the Board of Finance Conference room on the 4

th
 Floor. Members present 

were Chairman Richard Freedman, Vice-Chair Mary Lou Rinaldi, and Board members Dudley N. Williams, Sal 
Gabriele, David Kooris and Shelley A. Michelson. Also present were Jay Fountain, Interim Director of OPM, Lee 
Berta, OPM Assistant Director, and Cynthia Winterle, Clerk of the Board.  Chairman Freedman opened the 
meeting at 6:32 PM and invited all to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
 
Chairman Freedman reviewed the budget process to this point, thanked the public for their input noting their 
participation in the joint public hearing, which is live-streamed, and thanked his colleagues on the Board, noting 
the countless hours the Board spent on thoughtful analysis and consideration of the budget season and noted 
several heartfelt requests from residents regarding paying higher taxes. 
 
Chairman Freedman then asked all to turn to page 307 of the budget book to start with the Board of Education.  
 
The Board adjourned the meeting at 9:55 PM after passing the following motions: 
 
 
BUDGET MOTIONS PASSED 
 
 
OPERATING BUDGET 
 
On a motion by Mr. Williams which was seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, Mr. Williams stated that on behalf of the 
Education Committee, and after careful review, that he was proposing to cut $3,250,000 from the Board of 
Education total budget. (See Mr. Williams’ comments attached as Exhibit 1.)  Board Member Gabriele further 
made a motion to approve a higher amount of $4,000,000, which was seconded by Ms. Michelson, but failed by a 
vote of 2-4-0.  The Board then took up the original recommended cut of $3,250,000, which was approved by a 
vote 4-2-0 with Mr. Gabriele and Ms. Michelson casting dissenting votes.   
 
Mr. Gabriele made a motion, which was seconded by Ms. Michelson, to reduce the Mayor’s Operating Budget to 
a zero percent (0%) increase this year.  The motion failed 2-4-0 with Ms. Rinaldi and Messrs. Freedman, 
Williams, Gabriele and Kooris casting dissenting votes.     



 

 

 
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Ms. Michelson, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Director 
of Administration: Overtime budget in the amount of $500.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Mr. Freedman, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Director 
of Administration: Supplies budget in the amount of $300. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Gabriele, which was seconded by Ms. Michelson, the Board acted by unanimous vote to 
make a general reduction in the amount of $16,000 to the Financial Processing and Reporting budget. 
 
 
On a motion by Mr. Williams, seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, the Board acted by unanimous vote to eliminate a cost 
reduction analyst position in the amount of $65,312 to the Office of Policy and Management budget. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Michelson, seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, the Board acted by unanimous vote to make a reduction 
in the amount of $200 in the Office of Policy and Management: Purchasing/Utilities and Commodities 
budget. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Kooris, seconded by Ms. Michelson, the Board acted on a vote of 5-0-1 to cut the Vehicle 
Maintenance: Full-time salary budget in the amount of $20,000.   
 
 
On a motion by Mr. Gabriele, seconded by Ms. Michelson, to reduce the Operations: Facilities/Parks overtime 
budget by $25,000, the motion failed 2-4-0 with Ms. Rinaldi and Messrs. Freedman, Williams and Kooris casting 
dissenting votes. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman and seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, the Board acted by unanimous vote to reduce the 
Parks Maintenance: Overtime budget by $5,000. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Kooris and seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, the board acted by unanimous vote to reduce the Parks 
Maintenance: Supplies budget by $15,000. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Mr. Williams, to cut the Operations: Solid Waste/Recycling Overtime 
budget by $10,000, the Board voted 5-0-1 to approve the cut.  Ms. Michelson abstained. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Mr. Williams, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the 
Operations: Solid Waste/Collection Overtime budget by $10,000. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Gabriele, seconded by Ms. Michelson, the Board acted by unanimous vote to make a general 
reduction of $10,000 to the budget of the Terry Connors Ice Rink. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Kooris, seconded by Mr. Williams, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Operations 
Administration: Full-Time Salary budget by $90,356 and eliminate the position of Administrative Services 
Bureau Chief. 
  
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Mr. Williams, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Police 
Department budget by $1,150,000: Employee Benefits ($750,000), Retiree Benefits ($180,000), and Salary 
Lines ($220,000). 
 
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Mr. Freedman, the Board acted by unanimous vote to make a reduction 
of $20,000 in the Police Administration: Employee Benefits budget.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Williams, seconded by Ms. Rinaldi to make a general reduction to the Fire Department:  
Suppression budget of $500,000.  The motion passed with a vote of 4-1-1 with Ms. Michelson dissenting and Mr. 
Gabriele abstaining. 
 



 

 

On a motion by Mr. Williams, seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Fire 
Department: Suppression/Supplies budget by $5,000. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Mr. Kooris, the Board acted by unanimous vote to make a budget 
reduction of $20,000 to the Health and Social Services: Laboratory/Professional Services budget. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Mr. Kooris, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Health and 
Social Services: Community Nursing/Overtime budget by $2,000. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Gabriele, seconded by Ms. Michelson, to make a general reduction of to the Legal Affairs: 
Service budget of $15,000, the motion passed with a vote of 4-2-0 with Mr. Gabriele and Ms. Michelson casting 
the dissenting votes. 
 
Mr. Freedman made a motion, which was seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, to make a cut in the Human Resources: 
Purchased Professional Service budget of $25,000.  A second motion was made by Mr. Gabriele, seconded by 
Ms. Michelson, to make a higher cut in the amount of $50,000.  The motion failed with a vote of 2-4-0 with Ms. 
Rinaldi and Messrs. Freedman, Williams and Kooris casting the dissenting votes.  The original motion, made by 
Mr. Freedman and seconded by Ms. Rinaldi was then voted upon and passed with a vote of 4-2-0 with Mr. 
Gabriele and Ms. Michelson casting the dissenting votes. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Mr. Kooris, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Human 
Resources: Employee Benefits/Purchased Professional Service budget by $15,000.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Ms. Michelson, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the 
Mayor’s Office: Economic Development/Full-Time Salary budget by $81,896 and eliminate two (2) Economic 
Development positions. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Ms. Michelson, the Board acted by unanimous vote to make a 
general budget reduction of $20,000 to the Board of Finance budget. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Rinaldi, seconded by Mr. Kooris, to reduce the budget of the Stamford Museum & Nature 
Center: Cultural & Environmental by $10,000 passed with a vote of 5-1-0 with Mr. Gabriele casting the 
dissenting vote. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Kooris, seconded by Mr. Williams, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Stamford 
Partnership: Cultural & Environmental budget by $20,000. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, to cut the Ferguson Library: Cultural & 
Environmental budget by $40,000, resulted in a passing vote of 5-1-0 with Mr. Gabriele casting the dissenting 
vote. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Mr. Gabriele to cut the Mill River Collaborative Cultural & 
Environmental budget by $25,000 resulted in a passing vote of 4-0-2 with Mr. Gabriele and Mr. Kooris 
abstaining. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Mr. Gabriele, the Board acted by unanimous vote to cut the Risk 
Management: Full-Time Salary budget by $78,451, and eliminate one Safety and Training Officer position. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, to cut the Scofield Manor Heating System budget by 
$200,000 resulted in a passing vote of 5-1-0 with Mr. Gabriele casting the dissenting vote. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Freedman, seconded by Mr. Gabriele, to cut the Stamford Museum: Multi-Building 
Construction budget by $400,000 failed to pass with a vote of 1-4-1 with Ms. Rinaldi and Messrs. Williams, 
Gabriele and Kooris casting dissenting votes and Ms. Michelson abstaining. 
 



 

 

On a motion by Mr. Kooris, seconded by Ms. Rinaldi, to cut the Stamford Museum: Multi-Building 
Construction budget by $200,000 resulted in a passing vote of 4-1-1 with Mr. Gabriele opposing and Ms. 
Michelson abstaining. 
 
 
 

Cynthia R. Winterle 
____________________ 
Cynthia R. Winterle 
Clerk of the Board 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


