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February 24, 2015

TO:  Ms. Anne Fountain, Director of Health and Social Services
Mr. Michael Handler, Chairman, Water Pollution Control Authority
Mr. Ernie Orgera, Director of Operations
Mr. Richard Talamelli, Environmental Protection Board
Mr. Tyler Theder, Stormwater Regulatory Compliance and Administrative 

Officer

FROM: Dr. Damian Ortelli, Chairman, Harbor Management Commission

SUBJECT: Stamford Harbor Water Quality

During its  meeting on February 17, 2015 the Harbor Management Commission 
discussed the attached report and photos provided by the Stamford Harbor Master 
concerning a substantial amount of floating debris in Stamford Harbor.

The Stamford Harbor Management Plan adopted by the Board of Representatives 
identifies issues concerning water quality and describes how any significant pollution in 
Stamford’s coastal waters can affect the enjoyment of boating activities, the vitality of 
fish and wildlife habitat, and the health of those who come in contact with the water.

In addition, the Harbor Management Plan encourages and supports all feasible 
measures to protect and improve water quality in Stamford’s coastal waters. The Plan 
includes a number of provisions to advance that goal and calls for coordination among 
all city agencies to achieve the goal.

Acting on our own, the Harbor Management Commission does not have the resources 
to address this  issue.  After significant discussion during our meeting, it was the sense 
of the Commission to contact the city agencies with water quality interests and 
authorities and to request your assistance for developing a strategy to: 1) remove and 
properly dispose of the existing pollution; and 2) identify and mitigate the existing 
sources of this pollution.

On behalf of the Harbor Management Commission, I look forward to your response and 
guidance for how to proceed.  I can be reached at (315) 651-0070 or 
dortelli@stamfordct.gov.
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Respectfully submitted

Dr. Damian Ortelli

Chairman, Stamford Harbor Management Commission

cc:
Mr. Frank Fedeli, Stamford Office of Operations
Captain Eric Knott, State of Connecticut Harbor Master
Sergeant Robert Monck, Stamford Police Department Marine Unit
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