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rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

October 13, 2022

City of Stamford
Engineering Department
Stamford Government Center
888 Washington Boulevard, 7th Floor
Stamford, CT 06901

Re: City of Stamford RFP No. 885 “Architectural/Engineering Design Services for New Animal Control Center”

Dear Ms. Lyudmila Fuks, Mr. Erik J. Larson, and the City of Stamford “New Animal Control Center” Selection Committee,

It is with great enthusiasm and interest that Rauhaus Freedenfeld & Associates, LLP (rfa) presents a response to the City of Stamford 
RFP No. 885 for the Architectural/Engineering Design Services for a new Animal Control Center at 111 Harbor View Avenue in 
Stamford, CT. rfa views this RFP as an exciting opportunity to continue its partnership with the City of Stamford and the Stamford 
Animal Shelter Alliance (SASA) while supporting Stamford Animal Control and Care’s mission to protect the health, safety, and 
welfare of people and animals. In addition to succesfully completing design services for SASA’s proposed facility, two animal control/
shelter facility projects that were completed by rfa within the last ten years include: 1) St. Mary’s County Animal Shelter, a 12,800 SF 
facility design that initially derived from a regional feasibility study and celebrated its ribbon-cutting in August and 2) Bristol Animal 
Shelter, a joint effort between the Town of Bristol, RI and a local animal welfare organization that was built at 8,100 SF in 2014. Both 
of these projects included MEP engineering design performed by Comfort Design, Inc., the MEP/FP consultant proposed herein. 
Moreover, each member of the proposed consulting and subconsulting team has been selected for ongoing service to the City of 
Stamford and/or experience in successfully developing municipal animal control/shelter facilities. Altogether, this proposed project team 
is committed to collaboratively delivering this project for the City of Stamford on time and within budget.

7KLV�OHWWHU�PRUHRYHU�FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�Principal Warren Freedenfeld, AIA, NCARB has been a licensed Architect in the State of Connecticut 
since 1995 (A5,�����������DQG��IURP�LWV�%RVWRQ�RI¿FH��rfa assigns the professionals highlighted in this proposal to be available to the 
New Animal Control Center project on a full-time basis. Consulting engineers for this project include:

 • Geotechnical: Atlantic Consulting & Engineering, LLC (525 John Street #2, Bridgeport CT 06604) 
 • Civil: McChord Engineering Associates, Inc. (1 Grumman Hill Road #200, Wilton CT 06897) 
 • Structural: 'H6WHIDQR�	�&KDPEHUODLQ��,QF������7KRUSH�6WUHHW��)DLU¿HOG�&7�������
 • MEP/FP: Comfort Design, Inc. (620 Pennsylvania Avenue, Winchester VA 22601)

By submitting this response to RFP No. 885, this team indicates that it will comply with all terms and conditions. This presented 
proposal and its enclosed offer will remain valid for one hundred twenty (120) days from its due date to the City of Stamford (October 
�����������6KRXOG�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�2SHUDWLRQV�KDYH�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�SURSRVDO��0U��)UHHGHQIHOG����ZKR�LV�ERWK�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�
DXWKRUL]HG�WR�FRPPLW�D�FRQWUDFW�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�SRLQW�RI�FRQWDFW�IRU�DQ\�QHHGHG�FODUL¿FDWLRQV����FDQ�EH�UHDFKHG�DW�WKH�WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU�
in the below signature.

With unwavering dedication to exceed not only the standards of modern animal care but also the expectations of the City of Stamford, 
both Principals of rfa as undersigned dedicate themselves to ensuring the successful completion of this exciting project.

Sincerely,

Warren Freedenfeld, AIA, NCARB    Richard Rauh, AIA, NCARB     
Principal        Principal    

General

E: info@rfarchitects.com
W: www.rfarchitects.com

(DVW�&RDVW�2IÀFH

97 Broadway
Boston, MA 02116 
T: (617) 338-0050

:HVW�&RDVW�2IÀFH

23101 Moulton Pkwy #106
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
T: (949) 716-8899

:HVW�&RDVW�2IÀFH
C: (949) 697-6997
E: rich@rfarchitects.com

(DVW�&RDVW�2IÀFH
C: (617) 285-8088
E: warren@rfarchitects.com
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The proposed new Stamford Animal Control Center (SACC) is a complex municipal facility combining housing, medical, 
law enforcement, public assembly, administration, and support functions to serve multiple species of animals, the public, 
DQG�FDUHJLYHUV��%ULQJLQJ�WRJHWKHU�DOO�RI�WKH�KLJKO\�VSHFLDOL]HG�HTXLSPHQW��V\VWHPV��DQG�¿QLVKHV�WKDW�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�FUHDWH�
success in this type of facility demands an experienced and likewise specialized design team and leadership.

As team leader, rfa�LV�D�SODQQLQJ��DUFKLWHFWXUH��DQG�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQ�¿UP�VSHFLDOL]LQJ�LQ�DQLPDO�VKHOWHUV�DQG�RWKHU�VLPLODU�
animal care facilities. Principals Warren Freedenfeld, AIA and Richard Rauh, AIA have 40+ years of experience in the 
programming, planning, design, and construction of 600+ of these facilities, including over a dozen municipal animal 
shelters. Under their leadership, rfa’s experienced staff has become renowned across the United States as well as 
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�IRU�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ��SXEOLVKHG�LQQRYDWLRQ�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�WKLV�XQLTXH�GHVLJQ�GLVFLSOLQH��(DFK�FRQVXOWDQW�RI�
the proposed project team for the new SACC has been selected on the basis of expertise in animal care facility design -- 
especially Comfort Design, Inc. as MEP/FP engineers -- and solid experience working with the City of Stamford and within 
the local marketplace as follows: Atlantic Consulting & Engineering, LLC (geotechnical engineering), McChord Engineering 
Associates, Inc. (civil engineering), and DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. (structural engineering). Indeed, both Atlantic 
Consulting & Engineering, LLC and McChord Engineering Associates, Inc. have previously worked on coastal sites in 
Stamford. Furthermore, in 2017, rfa was contracted to provide programming and design services to the Stamford Animal 
Shelter Alliance (then known as Stamford Helping Paws) for the Animal Control facility included in RFP No. 885 and, in 
2020, also completed a regional animal care study for the Western Connecticut Council of Governments (WestCOG), which 
includes the City of Stamford.

Given the direct experience of already having worked with the City of Stamford and the Stamford Animal Shelter Alliance, 
the rfa�WHDP�KDV�YDOXDEOH�SULRU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�DQ�LQIRUPHG�EDFNJURXQG�LQ�ZKDW�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�EULQJ�VXFFHVV�WR�WKLV�SURMHFW��
This response to RFP No. 885 and this team’s overall approach to the project has accordingly been designed to leverage 
this knowledge. Core elements of the approach noted throughout this proposal response include:

 • Addressing site challenges early
 • Identifying cost- and time-savings that do not compromise safety, functionality, or durability
 • Managing Planning and Code Reviews to limit delays
 • Ensuring compliance with Stamford Dog Pound Regulations and other relevant animal care facility guidelines
  To read more about the value added in this proposal through the implementation of low-stress 
  animal welfare design, please see Appendix B.
� ��8WLOL]LQJ�FXUUHQW�6$&&�GHVLJQ��DQG���'�%,0�PRGHO��WR�PLQLPL]H�UHTXLUHG�GHVLJQ�VHUYLFHV

Animal shelters are costly facilities, but implementing these core elements will provide a path to meet the challenging 
EXGJHW��7KH�SUHVHQWHG�SURMHFW�VFKHGXOH�RXWOLQHV�WKH�WLPH�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�QHHGHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�HDFK�SKDVH��LGHQWL¿HV�
PDQDJHPHQW�RYHUYLHZ�DW�FULWLFDO�PLOHVWRQHV��DQG�LGHQWL¿HV�WZR�PHDQV�RI�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�RYHUDOO�VFKHGXOH�

In summation, this team has the experience, creativity, and resources to complete the project on time and within the 
proposed budget. Each member of the rfa team is committed to working collaboratively with the City of Stamford to create 
a new Animal Control Center that meets and exceeds the needs of the community and provides a safe, healthy, and 
supportive environment for the animals served.
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Site Survey

rfa�SURSRVHV�WR�H[SDQG�WKH�UHTXHVWHG�VRLO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�VFRSH�
to include a review of all site conditions (including the  survey 
as performed by Edward J. Frattaroli, Inc.) and a kick-off 
meeting with the City to fully understand all project directives. 
5HTXLUHG�VXUYH\�ZRUN�ZLOO�DOVR�EHJLQ�GXULQJ�WKLV�SKDVH�

Site Conceptual Design Evaluation

Once project directives are understood, alternate site layout 
options will be considered, including:

   1.  simplifying building footprint and/or prefabrication
   2.  coordinating with adjacent uses and code setbacks
   3.  maintaining existing drive access

Soil Investigation

A geotechnical soil investigation will begin in this phase to 
identify and document soil composition, the presence of 
hazardous materials, and, once the building location and 
footprint has been approved, determine structural capacities.

Planning & Code Analysis

5HTXLUHPHQWV�IURP�6WDPIRUG�3ODQQLQJ�5HJXODWLRQV�DQG�DQ\�
other authority shall be investigated during this phase.

Value Engineering will begin during this phase with the 
review of the Schematic Design for the Stamford Animal 
Shelter Alliance project as included in RFP No. 885’s 
documentation. Site investigation will also consider 
locating the building to minimize the area of work and 
utility connections.

SITE INVESTIGATION

        
 

 
 
 
 

TABLE  IV 
APPENDIX B:  SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENTS FOR AREA, HEIGHT AND BULK OF BUILDINGS 

                         AREA  FRONTAGE         SF                                                                                       CORNER   INTERIOR             %  OF                     FRONT                           SIDE          REAR  
                             (sf)          (ft)                     PER                                                 STORIES   FEET         LOT %       LOT %               REAR            STREET  STREET           ONE    BOTH     
                                                                      FAM.                                                                                                                              YARD            LINE        CENTER         SIDE   SIDES                       
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

                    NON 
           RESIDENTIAL 
ZONING(1,3)   MINIMUM SIZE    RESIDENTIAL  FLOOR AREA      BUILDING      BUILDING        ACCESSORY        MINIMUM YARD DIMENSIONS (ft) 
DISTRICTS        OF PLOT              DENSITY             RATIO                HEIGHT           AREA                BUILDINGS 

 M-G  4000 40 - 1.0  4 50 90 80 40 10         35              (note 21)              15 
 
 

STAMFORD ANIMAL CONTROL CENTER SITE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN EVALUATION

CITY OF BOSTON ANIMAL SHELTER: SOIL INVESTIGATION

CITY OF STAMFORD ZONING CODE EVALUATION

MEETINGS: 1
DELIVERABLE: Geotechncial Report
OWNER REVIEW TIME: 1 week
COMPLETION TIME: 2 to 3 weeks
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Having already completed Programming and Schematic 
Design for the Stamford Animal Shelter Alliance project, 
rfa� ZLOO� OHYHUDJH� LWV� VLJQL¿FDQW� EDFNJURXQG� NQRZOHGJH� DQG�
understanding of that project to reduce 1) the new Animal 
Control Center project delivery schedule and 2) its proposed 
professional design fees.

Based on project directives from the kick-off meeting, site 
investigation, and a careful review of the current Schematic 
Design information, rfa� ZLOO� LGHQWLI\� DOO� UHTXLUHG� FKDQJHV�
and develop consensus with stakeholders to implement 
VXFK� FKDQJHV� LQ� DQ� HI¿FLHQW� PDQQHU� XWLOL]LQJ� WKH� �'� %,0�
information on hand. (To read more on the value added in 
this proposal through this team’s approach to consensus 
building, please see Appendix A). All Schematic Design 
documents will be presented to the City of Stamford for 
review, revised as needed, and reissued for approval.

Value Engineering will be most effective during this phase 
of the project. With stakeholder input, rfa will develop a 
list and evaluate potential cost reductions based on the 
Preliminary (Probable) Project Cost Estimate delivered 
DW� WKLV� WLPH�� 2QH� VLJQLÀFDQW� FRVW�VDYLQJ�PHDVXUH� WKDW�
could be considered is the prefabrication of the building 
structure and envelope. Two other municipal animal care 
projects under contract at rfa are currently considering 
this approach not only to save cost but also to shorten 
the project schedule and lock in costs early to avoid 
PDUNHW�ÁXFWXDWLRQV�

STAMFORD ANIMAL SHELTER ALLIANCE: EXTERIOR RENDERING

QUINCY ANIMAL SHELTER: AXONOMETRIC RENDERING

2&�$1,0$/�&$5(��9$/8(�(1*,1((5('�3/$1�5('8&7,21

6$17((�$1,0$/�6+(/7(5��35(�)$%5,&$7('�%8,/',1*�(19(/23(

SCHEMATIC DESIGN

MEETINGS: 3
DELIVERABLES: Site Layout Options, Site Plan(s), 
Floor Plan(s), Interior/Exterior Elevations, Probable Cost 
Estimate, 30% Drawing Set
OWNER REVIEW TIME: 1 week
COMPLETION TIME: 4 to 6 weeks
For proposed schedule reductions, please review 
PROJECT TEAM: RESOURCE SCHEDULE.
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In this phase, the design begins to be fully developed, 
LQFOXGLQJ�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�RI�HTXLSPHQW��VWUXFWXUDO��PHFKDQLFDO��
electrical, and plumbing systems. as well as communication 
systems will be integrated into the project. Civil engineering 
and landscaping design will also be developed during this 
SKDVH�� ,QWHULRU� DQG� H[WHULRU� ¿QLVKHV� RSWLRQV� DUH� SUHVHQWHG�
DQG� VHOHFWHG�� 6SHFL¿FDWLRQV� EHJLQ� WR� EH� GHYHORSHG� DQG�
designs are reviewd for conformance to all  federal, State, and 
ORFDO�FRGHV�DV�ZHOO�DV� WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI� WKH�&RQQHFWLFXW�
Department of Agriculture’s Animal Control Unit.

Because rfa develops animal care facility projects at 
PDQ\�SULFH�SRLQWV��WKH�ÀUP�KRXVHV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�GDWDEDVH�
of materials. Within this database, the evaluation of 
OLIH�F\FOH� FRVWV� LV� D� FULWLFDO� UHVRXUFH� WKDW� DOORZV� IRU�
the effective balance of durability, maintenance, and 
cost. Animal control/shelter environments are hard on 
PDWHULDOV�� UREXVW� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� LQ� KHDY\�LPSDFW�� KLJK�
WUDIÀF�� DQG� DQLPDO� KRXVLQJ� DUHDV� LV� D� PXVW�� 2YHU� WKH�
years, rfa has determined that utilizing simple, durable 
materials featuring natural weathering properties to 
minimize maintenance and upkeep offers the best value.
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QUINCY ANIMAL SHELTER: PARTIAL EQUIPMENT PLAN

QUINCY ANIMAL SHELTER: PARTIAL PLUMBING PLAN

QUINCY ANIMAL SHELTER: MATERIAL BOARD

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

FINISHES

INTERIOR MATERIAL FINISHES COMPARISON

MEETINGS: 3
DELIVERABLES: 60% Drawing Set, Specifications
OWNER REVIEW TIME: 1 week
COMPLETION TIME: 6 to 8 weeks
For proposed schedule reductions, please review 
PROJECT TEAM: RESOURCE SCHEDULE.
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&RPSOHWH� &RQVWUXFWLRQ� 'RFXPHQWV� ZLOO� LQWHJUDWH� DOO� ¿QDO�
materials, systems, details, and dimensions for the project. 
(DFK� RI� WKHVH� UHTXLUHV� GHWDLOHG� VSHFL¿FDWLRQV� IURP� WKH�
PDQXIDFWXUHUV��ZKLFK�PXVW�WKHQ�EH�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
GUDZLQJV�DQG�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV��$Q\�RQH�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�LQHYLWDEO\�
OHDGV�WR�WKH�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�RI�RWKHU�GHWDLOV��HDFK�RI�ZKLFK�PXVW�
be noted, coordinated, and integrated. As the Construction 
'RFXPHQWV� EHFRPH�PRUH� GHWDLOHG� DQG� VSHFL¿F�� DGGLWLRQDO�
design issues inevitably emerge and the process of making 
the detail decisions continues. 90% bid documentation will 
be submitted for City review and approval. Any comments 
from the Engineering Bureau, the Building Department, 
the Environmental Protection Board, the Fire Marshal, the 
WPCA, and the Health Department will be addressed prior to 
the issuance of a 100% BID set.

$� ¿QDO� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� FRVW� HVWLPDWH� ZLOO� DOVR� EH� SURYLGHG� DW�
this stage, and, if needed, additional Value Engineering 
will be explored. Sophisticated BIM software utilized by 
rfa (Autodesk Revit) enables all project team members to 
visualize the project three-dimensionally. This allows for the 
ability to efficiently and impactfully explore any cost-savings 
alternatives, which ultimately enables more informed and 
more cost-effective decisions. To read more about the value 
added in this proposal through the use of modeling with 
BIM software, please see Appendix C.

12 Jan 22

OPTION 1 (BASE BID) ESTIMATE DETAILS
ANIMAL SHELTER BUILDING +ASSOC SITEWORK

BUILDING AREA (GSF): 24,332                
Description Quantity Unit $/Unit Total $ Notes

Boston Animal  Shelter Study

Concept Estimate - Option 1
Boston, MA

171 B3020 Roof openings -                      
172 Roof hatch 1 ea 6,250.00             6,250                  
173

174 B30 Roofing End of Trade 1,279,465           Subtotal
175

176

177 C10 Interior Construction
178 C1010 Partitions
179 Masonry partitions
180  8" CMU wall around dog run wards 12,024 sf 27.00                  324,648              
181

182 Gypsum board partitions
183 Chase wall; 3 ǫ��PHWDO�VWXG��ǫ��*:%��LQVXODWLRQ 288 sf 9.50                    2,736                  

184 3OXPELQJ�FKDVH�ZDOO����URZV���ǫ��PHWDO�VWXG��ǫ��*:%�ERWK�VLGHV����URZ�
LQVXODWLRQ 179 sf 19.00                  3,392                  

185 5HJXODU�SDUWLWLRQ���ǫ��PHWDO�VWXG���[�ǫ��*:%��LQVXODWLRQ 12,508 sf 12.30                  153,848              
186 5HJXODU�SDUWLWLRQ�Z�RXW�LQVXODWLRQ����ǫ��PHWDO�VWXG���[�ǫ��*:%��LQVXODWLRQ 5,628 sf 11.00                  61,908                
187 5RXJK�FDUSHQWU\�LQWHUQDO�SDUWLWLRQV� 18,603 sf 2.50                    46,506                
188 0LVF�PHWDOV�IRU�LQWHULRU�PDVRQU\��OLQWHOV��UHVWUDLQW� 12,024 sf 3.50                    42,084                
189

190 Interior windows
191 ,QWHULRU�ZLQGRZ�IUDPH 360 ea 85.00                  30,600                

&
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X

SGC

PROPOSED ANIMAL
SHELTER

PROPOSED
ANIMAL
SHELTER

PROPOSED GREEN
ROOF AREA

(SEE LANDSCAPE
PLANS)

EXERCISE
YARD

EXERCISE
YARD

EXERCISE
YARD

EXERCISE
YARD

13
'

5'R

3'R

3'R

5'
R

6'

T

G

ENG VGC W/ TIP DOWN
BEGIN FLUSH VGC

CONSTRUCT
CONCRETE ADA
ACCESSIBLE
TIP-DOWN RAMP

CONSTRUCT 6'
PAINTED

CROSSWALK
MEET EXISTING SIDEWALK

AND CURB (TYP.)

CONSTRUCT CONCRETE ADA ACCESSIBLE
TIP-DOWN RAMP WITH DETECTABLE

WARNING SURFACE (TYP.)

MEET EXISTING
PAVEMENT

CONSTRUCT 5' CONCRETE
SIDEWALK (TYP.)

CONSTRUCT R1-1 "STOP"
SIGN, BAR, AND LEGEND

CONSTRUCT LOADING
AREA TIP-DOWN RAMP

CONSTRUCT
CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

MEET EXISTING SIDEWALK

CONSTRUCT BOLLARD
MOUNTED R7-8 "RESERVED
PARKING" AND R7-8P "VAN
ACCESSIBLE" SIGNS (TYP.)
(SEE DETAIL)

PROPOSED ARCHITECTURAL WALL
(COORD W/ BLDG DWGS))

CONSTRUCT CONCRETE
DUMPSTER PAD

CONST
RUCT 

ST
ANDARD D

UTY

PAVEM
EN

T 
SE

CTI
ON (T

YP.)

PROPOSED FENCING,
GATE & STAIRS

(COORD W/ BLDG DWGS)

CONSTRUCT GRAVITY RETAINING WALL WITH
MOUNTED OMEGA ARCHITECTURAL FENCE

(SEE DETAIL COORD WITH ARCH DWGS)

MEET
EXISTING
SIDEWALK

MEET EXISTING
PAVEMENT

CONSTRUCT FENCE
(COORD W/ BLDG DWGS)

CONSTRUCT PAINTED
ISLAND

CONSTRUCT LANDSCAPED ISLAND

CONSTRUCT GREENROOF
PAVER PATH

 (SEE GREENROOF LANDSCAPE
PLAN FOR DETAIL)

MEET EXISTING
SIDEWALK AND
CURB (TYP.)

BEGIN VGC
WITH TIP DOWN

CONSTRUCT
TRANSFORMER PAD

(SEE UTILITY PLANS)

CONSTRUCT ±400 LF
OF GUARDRAIL

CONSTRUCT
±206 LF OF
GUARDRAIL

CONST BOLLARD
(TYP OF 4)

CONSTRUCT CONCRETE CURB TURF
ANCHOR (SEE DETAIL) (TYP.)

CONST TIP DOWN RAMP
WITH DETECTABLE

WARNING PANEL

RECONSTRUCT SIDEWALK
AND REPLACE CURBING
AS NECESSARY
(TYP)

END FLUSH VGC
BEGIN VGC W/ TIP DOWN

END VGC W/ TIP DOWN
BEGIN FLUSH VGC

BEGIN VGC
MEET/MATCH EXISTING

END FLUSH VGC
BEGIN VGC
W/ TIP DOWN

BEGIN GUARDRAIL

END GUARD RAIL

END SGC
W/ TIP DOWN

BEGIN
GUARD

RAIL

CONSTRUCT RETAINING WALL WITH MOUNTED
OMEGA ARCHITECTURAL FENCE
(SEE DETAIL COORD WITH ARCH DWGS)

END VGC
BEGIN SGC

BEGIN VGC
MEET/MATCH

EXISTING

PROPOSED STRUCTURAL WALL
(COORD W/ BLDG DWGS)

SIX (6) RESERVED EV
CHARGING STATIONS
(COORD W/ ELECTRICAL
DWGS)

CONST 13'X35' GENERATOR PAD
(COORD W/ ELECTRICAL DWGS)

CONSTRUCT RETAINING WALL WITH MOUNTED
OMEGA ARCHITECTURAL FENCE

(SEE DETAIL COORD WITH ARCH DWGS)

RECONSTRUCT / REPLACE
CURBING AS NECESSARY

PROPOSED MONUMENT SIGN
(COORD W/ ARCH DWGS)

CONST LIGHT POLE BASE
(TYP OF 13)

(COORD W/ ELECTRICAL DWGS)

CONST FENCE & GATE
GATE (TYP.) (SEE DETAIL)

PROPOSED FLAG POLES
(COORD W/ ARCH DWGS)

RESERVED
PARKING FOR EV
VEHICLES ONLY

(TYP OF 6)
(SEE DETAIL)

EV CHARGING
STATION BOLLARD

(COORD W/
ELECTRICAL DWGS)

SNOW
STORAGE AREA

6'

CONST BOLLARD
SPACED 6' OC
(TYP OF 5)

SNOW STORAGE AREA

PROPOSED LIGHT POLE BASE
(TYP) (COORD W/ ARCH DWGS)

PROPOSED 3-POINT
SHADE UNIT
(TYP OF 4) (COORD
W/ ARCH DWGS)

BEGIN GUARD RAIL

END
GUARD

RAIL

END GUARD
RAIL

CONST 3" RIVER
STONE BED

110.9'

181.1'

PROPOSED BENCH
(COORD W/ ARCH DWGS)

(SEE LANDSCAPE PLANS FOR DETIAL)

142.50

QUINCY ANIMAL SHELTER: CIVIL SITE PLAN

MILTON ANIMAL SHELTER: CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION FLOOR PLAN

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

CITY OF BOSTON ANIMAL SHELTER STUDY: COST ESTIMATE

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

FINISHES
MEETINGS: 3
DELIVERABLES: Specifications, 90% Construction BID 
Documents, 100% Construction BID Documents, Final 
Cost Estimate
OWNER REVIEW TIME: 2 weeks
COMPLETION TIME: 6 to 8 weeks
For proposed schedule reductions, please review 
PROJECT TEAM: RESOURCE SCHEDULE.



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

During this phase, the project is advertised for competitive 
%LGGLQJ�SHU�WKH�&LW\�RI�6WDPIRUG¶V�SURFXUHPHQW�UHTXLUHPHQWV��
rfa will attend a pre-bid walkthrough and further assist in 
DQVZHULQJ� LQGLYLGXDO� TXHVWLRQV� DQG� GLVWULEXWLQJ� UHVSRQVHV�
DQG� DQ\� DGGHQGD� YLD� VNHWFKHV�� GUDZLQJV�� VSHFL¿FDWLRQV��
or other means as they pertain to contractors’ RFIs. The 
Bidding process often includes additionally-proposed 
PDWHULDO� VXEVWLWXWLRQV� RU� V\VWHPV� PRGL¿FDWLRQV� WR� DFKLHYH�
cost-savings or to simplify and expedite the construction 
SURFHVV��7KHVH�VXEVWLWXWLRQV�RU�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�DUH�WKRURXJKO\�
evaluated, and if any are to be accepted, must be integrated 
into the project as well. Once bids are received, rfa will assist 
the City of Stamford through a pre-award meeting with the 
ORZHVW�TXDOL¿HG�ELGGHU�LQ�WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�RQH�FRQWUDFWRU�DQG�
negotiation of the construction contract.

35(�%,'�:$/.7+528*+

BID MATRIX

NEXUS VETERINARY SPECIALISTS: SUBMITTAL

BIDDING

MEETINGS: 1
DELIVERABLES: RFI Responses, Bid Matrix, Pre-Award 
Meeting Minutes
OWNER REVIEW TIME: 1 week
COMPLETION TIME: 3 to 4 weeks
For proposed schedule reductions, please review 
PROJECT TEAM: RESOURCE SCHEDULE.



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

The rfa team will monitor the work of the contractor through 
bi-weekly meetings, including monthly site visits to prepare 
observation reports that include construction progress 
photography. A Schedule of Values and submittals will be 
UHYLHZHG��5),V�ZLOO� EH� DQVZHUHG�� DQG�PRQWKO\� UHTXLVLWLRQV�
for payment will be processed. The rfa team will also work 
FROODERUDWLYHO\�ZLWK�WKH�HQJLQHHULQJ�WHDPV�WR�DVVXUH�TXDOLW\�
assurance commissioning is provided at the highest standard. 
Any change orders are processed, and, ultimately, at the 
semi-completion of the project, a Punch List is prepared. 
$W�FORVHRXW�� WKH�¿QDO� UHTXLVLWLRQ� IRU�SD\PHQW� LV� LVVXHG��DQG�
WKH�&HUWL¿FDWH� RI�2FFXSDQF\� LV� VHFXUHG��7KH� rfa team will 
review the contractor’s As-Built Drawings, Operation and 
0DLQWHQDQFH� 0DQXDOV�� DQG� ZDUUDQWLHV� DQG� VXEVHTXHQWO\�
provide as-built drawings to the City of Stamford.

7'
-4

 3
/4

"

1/4"

TOP PANEL

END PANEL

TRIM

��-����
�

rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

This Review is only for general conformance with the
design concept of the Project and for general
compliance with the information given in the Contract
Documents. Corrections or comments made on these
shop drawings or product literature do not relieve the
Contractor from compliance with requirements of the
Drawings and Specifications or from responsibility for
any error in detail, dimensions or otherwise that may
exist. Contractor is wholly responsible for
coordinating field dimensions, abutting work,
techniques, processes, sequences, procedures and
other trades and for performing all work in a safe and
satisfactory manner.

Signature Date

REVIEWED

FURNISHED AS NOTED

REJECTED
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5/31/22
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DESIGN PACKAGE 3
SDGE DRAWING DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOP DRAWINGS REQUEST 
NOV 11 - MAR 23

DEVELOP DRAWINGS/ISSUE TO 
CONSTRUCTION
MAR 24 - JUL 31

DESIGN PACKAGE 4
GRADING DESIGN PACKAGE

DEVELOP DESIGN  
PACKAGE

NOV 11 - FEB 23

REVIEW/ISSUE PERMIT
FEB 24 - JUL 17

DESIGN PACKAGE 5
BUILDING / FINISH SITEWORK DESIGN PACKAGE

DEVELOP/SUBMIT DESIGN PACKAGE
NOV 11 - APR 6

REVIEW/ISSUE PERMIT
APR 7 - JUN 30

CONSTRUCTION

DESIGN PACKAGE 2
SANTEE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT DRAWINGS

DEVELOP DRAWINGS
NOV 11 - FEB 2

REVIEW
FEB 3 - MAR 16

OFFSITE CONSTRUCTION
PADRE DAM / CITY OF SANTEE

JUL 3 - OCT 11

SITEWORK

JUL 18 - OCT 18

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

MAY 23 - AUG 29
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DESIGN
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FEMA CLOMR APPROVAL
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NOV 11
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NOV 11 - MAY 19
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SANTEE ANIMAL SHELTER: CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

OC ANIMAL CARE: PUNCH LIST REPORT

BIDEAWEE MANHATTAN OPERATIONS CENTER: SHOP DRAWING

CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION

MEETINGS: bi-weekly (one per month on-site)
DELIVERABLES: Construction Meeting Minutes, 
Construction Progress Reports, RFI Responses, Certificate 
of Occupancy, As-Built Drawings
OWNER REVIEW TIME: N/A
COMPLETION TIME: 12 to 16 weeks
For proposed schedule reductions, please review 
PROJECT TEAM: RESOURCE SCHEDULE.
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City of Stamford

Warren Freedenfeld, AIA
3ULQFLSDO�LQ�&KDUJH�

Quality Control
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Eric Nelson, AIA, NCARB

Project Manager
Geeta Shrestha, AIT, LEED AP BD+C

Technical Development
James Howe, CBO

Interior Designer
Christine Gallant

$UFKLWHFWXUH
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&RQVXOWDQWV

Civil Engineering
McChord Engineering Associates, Inc.

Thomas S. Nelson, PE
Harry M. Rocheville, Jr., PE
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3URMHFW�/HDGHUVKLS

Structural Engineering
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Kevin H. Chamberlain, PE, SE
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MEP Engineering/
Fire Protection/
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Joshua L. Catlett, PE

Christopher R. Sprankle
Heather M. Bowers

6XEFRQVXOWDQWV

Cost Estimation
CSI Estimation, LLC

&RQVXOWDQW

PROJECT TEAM ORGANIZATION

SUMMARY

PROJECT SCOPE

PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN

PROJECT STAFF

EXPERIENCE AND CAPABILITIES

CORPORATE FINANCIAL CAPABILITIES

REFERENCES

APPENDICES

Surveying
Edward J. Frattaroli, Inc.

Geotechnical Engineering
Atlantic Consulting & Engineering, LLC
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PROJECT TEAM INTRODUCTION

The team that rfa has assembled to design the SACC possesses the experience, creativity, and resources to complete the facility on 
WLPH�DQG�ZLWKLQ�EXGJHW��7KH�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�PHHWLQJ�WKH�XQLTXH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�PXQLFLSDO�SURMHFW�EOHQGV�WKH�VSHFLDOL]HG�
design skills and local experience from each team member as follows:

   McChord Engineering Associates, Inc.��EDVHG�LQ�:LOWRQ��ZLOO�EH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�VLWH�GHVLJQ�DQG�&LYLO�(QJLQHHULQJ��7KLV�¿UP�
   brings a 35-year wealth of local experience and, having previously worked on the adjacent WPCA facility, familiarity with the 
   Site. Indeed, these engineers are intimately familiar with the City of Stamford Planning Regulations and the coastal site 
   approval process.

   DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc.��EDVHG�LQ�)DLU¿HOG��ZLOO�GHVLJQ�WKH�VWUXFWXUH��7KLV�¿UP�VKRZFDVHV�D����\HDU�UHSXWDWLRQ�RI�
� ��HQJLQHHULQJ�H[FHOOHQFH�DQG�FUHDWLYH�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ�DQG�EULQJV�VLJQL¿FDQW�H[SHULHQFH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�ORFDO�EXLOGHUV��WUDGHV��
   and material suppliers. 

   Comfort Design, Inc., the assigned Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, and Fire Protection (MEP/FP) engineers have a 40- 
   year track record of working with rfa�DQG��HUJR��VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�DQLPDO�FDUH�IDFLOLW\�GHVLJQV�

Services for site surveying (as provided by Edward J. Frattaroli, Inc. of Stamford), and geotechnical engineering/soil analysis (as 
provided by Atlantic Consulting & Engineering, LLC of Bridgeport) will be performed under the civil engineering consultant. Cost 
estimation services as performed by CSI Estimation, LLC of New York, NY will be provided by rfa.

It is important to note that, as animal care design specialists, rfa regularly works with clients across the nation and has developed 
a successful approach that leverages sophisticated web-based project management and communications tools to provide effective 
VHUYLFH�WKDW�LV�QRW�FRPSURPLVHG�E\�GLVWDQFH��2Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV��WKH�¿UP¶V�4XDOLW\�$VVXUDQFH�SURFHVV�GHWDLOV�WKLV��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��ZKLOH�
rfa�LV�QRW�ORFDWHG�LQ�6WDPIRUG��WKH�¿UP¶V�QHDUE\�RI¿FH�LQ�%RVWRQ�HQDEOHV�UHJXODU�WUDYHO�WR�RWKHU�SURMHFWV�LQ�&RQQHFWLFXW��1HZ�<RUN��DQG�
New Jersey. Therefore, rfa�ZLOO�FHUWDLQO\�EH�SUHVHQW�RQ�VLWH�ZKHQ�QHHGHG��)XUWKHUPRUH��EHFDXVH�WKUHH�VXE�FRQVXOWLQJ�¿UPV�DUH�ORFDWHG�
LQ�QHLJKERULQJ�FRPPXQLWLHV��WKLV�WHDP�DOVR�KDV�DFFHVV�WR�FRQYHQLHQW�ORFDO�RI¿FH�VSDFH��LI�QHHGHG�
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Management of the SACC project will be streamlined and straightforward. Geeta Shrestha, a Senior Project Manager and 
Associate with rfa, will be the daily point of contact and responsible for all project management and communications. She 
is a seasoned architectural professional with nine years of experience with rfa, having managed 80+ animal care projects, 
including several projects in Connecticut and municipal shelter facilities in Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island, and 
California. Mrs. Shrestha will be supported by Boston-based Principal, Warren Freedenfeld, and Supervising Architect, Eric 
Nelson, who will also lead the design team. James Howe is responsible for technical detailing and Code and constructability 
UHYLHZV��)LQDOO\��,QWHULRU�'HVLJQHU�&KULVWLQH�*DOODQW�ZLOO�KDQGOH�PDWHULDO�VHOHFWLRQV��OLJKWLQJ��DQG�¿QLVKHV�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��To 
UHYLHZ�UID¶V�FXUUHQW�VWDI¿QJ�UHVRXUFHV�DV�WKH\�SHUWDLQ�WR�RWKHU�FRUSRUDWH�FRPPLWPHQWV��SOHDVH�VHH�$SSHQGL[�'�

Quality Assurance

rfa�SHUIRUPV�D�ULJRURXV�DVVXUDQFH�SURFHVV�IRU�DFKLHYLQJ�GH¿QHG�TXDOLW\�OHYHOV�GXULQJ�WKH�SODQQLQJ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�
stages of each project undertaken, the protocols for which are subdivided into three areas as follows:

 Quality Planning ²�SODQQLQJ�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�ZRUN�FRUUHFWO\�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�

 Quality Management — implementing what has been planned.

 Quality Control — verifying that what was planned was achieved.

This process as it applies to the new SACC project is as follows:

 Quality Planning:

� ��+RVW�D�NLFN�RII�GHVLJQ�WHDP�DQG�FOLHQW�VWDNHKROGHU�PHHWLQJ�WR�UHYLHZ�WKH�SURMHFW�SDUDPHWHUV�DQG�GH¿QH�D�FRPSOHWH
   scope of work. Review the current design to identify what works and what may need to be adjusted or
   reconsidered. To read more on the value added in this proposal through this team’s approach to 
   consensus building, please see Appendix A.

 • Review site conditions and constraints and gain a thorough understanding of the City of Stamford Planning
� ��5HJXODWLRQV��FRDVWDO�UHJXODWRU\�UHTXLUHPHQWV��DQG�VFKHGXOH�LPSDFWV��

 • Review City of Stamford Bidding/Procurement protocols.

� ��(YDOXDWH�WKH�SURSRVHG������PLOOLRQ�EXGJHW�WR�HVWDEOLVK�YDOXH�HQJLQHHULQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DQG�LGHQWLI\�SRWHQWLDO
� ��VDYLQJV��&RQVLGHU�SURJUDP�UHGXFWLRQV��SKDVLQJ��EXLOGLQJ�HQYHORSH�VLPSOL¿FDWLRQ��DQG�PDWHULDO�VHOHFWLRQV�WKDW
   consider cost, maintenance, and durability. ‘

 • Evaluate the proposed six-month schedule to issue 100% Construction BID Documents and identify constraints
   and opportunities to minimize delays.

 • Consider prefabrication of the building envelope and structure to: (1) reduce project costs, (2) reduce design and 
   construction time, and (3) lock in pricing and delivery early to avoid the potential impact of current market
� ��ÀXFWXDWLRQV� To review how prefabrication would impact this project, please note “Deduct Alternate: 
   Prefabricated Envelope” in PROJECT TEAM: RESOURCE SCHEDULE and FEE PROPOSAL FORM.

 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT PLAN/CONTROL ELEMENTS
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� ��&RQVLGHU�PLQLPL]LQJ�GHVLJQ�FKDQJHV�WR�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�UHGXFH�GHVLJQ�FRVWV�DQG�SURGXFWLRQ�VFKHGXOH��%HFDXVH�rfa
� ��GHYHORSHG�D�GHVLJQ�IRU�WKLV�IDFLOLW\�IRU�6$6$��FRQVLGHUDEOH�VDYLQJV�DQG�GHOLYHU\�HI¿FLHQFLHV�DUH�LQKHUHQWO\�LQFOXGHG�
   in this proposal. To review how prefabrication would impact this project, please note “Deduct Alternate:
   Minor Schematic Design” in PROJECT TEAM RESOURCE SCHEDULE and FEE PROPOSAL FORM.

 • Develop a Project Management Plan with scheduling milestones, team responsibilities, owner review
� ��UHTXLUHPHQWV��DQG�3ODQQLQJ�3HUPLWWLQJ�WLPHIUDPHV��

 Quality Management:

 • Distribute and review the Project Management Plan for team buy-in.

 • Establish the project schedule and hold regular project team meetings. Distribute agendas, meeting minutes, and
   track project progress and any issues that may arise throughout development.

� ��/HYHUDJH�HI¿FLHQF\�RI�rfa�GRFXPHQW�PDQDJHPHQW�V\VWHPV�WR�VWRUH��RUJDQL]H��DQG�TXLFNO\�DFFHVV�FULWLFDO�SURMHFW
   information, client directives, meeting minutes, etc.

 • Leverage rfa’s utilization of sophisticated 3D-modeling and BIM documentation for animal care facilities to reduce
   production time and clearly communicate with client stakeholders and team members, achieving a streamlined 
   project delivery. To read more about the value added in this proposal through the use of modeling with BIM
   software, please see Appendix C.

 • Conduct periodic internal multi-disciplinary reviews to identify any issues and control the schedule. Provide
� ��DGGLWLRQDO�UHVRXUFHV�LI�VFKHGXOH�DGMXVWPHQWV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�

 • Develop clear, concise 100% Construction BID Documents that are in full conformance with the Stamford
� ��3XUFKDVLQJ�'HSDUWPHQW�UHTXLUHPHQWV��&ROOHFW��WUDFN��DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�5),V�LQ�D�WLPHO\�PDQQHU��LVVXH�$GGHQGD�DV
   needed, and provide assistance with the evaluation of Bids.

 • Provide effective Construction Administration services for the duration of the project. Construction of animal
� ��FRQWURO�VKHOWHU�IDFLOLWLHV�LV�XQLTXH�DQG�UHTXLUHV�VSHFLDO�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�FHUWDLQ�GHWDLOV��LQFOXGLQJ�����FRRUGLQDWLRQ�RI
� ��GHSUHVVLRQV�LQ�VODEV�IRU�SURSHU�GUDLQDJH�����GLPHQVLRQDO�FRQWURO�RI�SDUWLWLRQV�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�PRGXODU�HTXLSPHQW��
   3) proper integration of complex mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and medical gas systems, and 4) adherence to 
� ��GHWDLOHG�DQG�VSHFL¿F�¿QLVKLQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��7KH�SURSRVHG�WHDP�XVHV�WDEOHWV�ZLWK�ZHE�EDVHG�GRFXPHQW
� ��PDQDJHPHQW�V\VWHPV�WR�HI¿FLHQWO\�QRWH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURJUHVV�DQG�DQ\�LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��GLVWULEXWH�QRWHV��DQG�
   track corrections.

 Quality Control:

 rfa�DFWLYHO\�FRQWUROV�TXDOLW\�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�SURMHFW�DV�DERYH�LQGLFDWHG��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DW�WKH�HQG�RI�HDFK�GHYHORSPHQW
 phase, internal reviews are conducted by partners Warren Freedenfeld and Richard Rauh to ensure overall project
� TXDOLW\��)LQDOO\��rfa leverages its leadership position in the animal care industry as an opportunity to remain informed
 with constantly-evolving animal shelter and veterinary practice facility standards, many of which have been
� GHYHORSHG�E\�WKH�¿UP�LWVHOI���%HFDXVH�rfa�LV�D�VSHFLDOL]HG�GHVLJQ�¿UP��LWV�WHDPV�FRQWLQXDOO\�HYDOXDWH�LQWHUQDO
� SURWRFROV��FOLHQW�VDWLVIDFWLRQ��HTXLSPHQW�DQG�PDWHULDO�SHUIRUPDQFH��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�WR�NHHS�DEUHDVW�RI
 industry changes and facilitate improvements on every project undertaken.
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Warren has designed 450+ animal care facilities throughout North America, Europe, Asia, and 
Australia and brings his architectural expertise to a wide range of projects, including animal 
control facilities, animal shelters, veterinary hospitals, specialty clinics, emergency centers, wildlife 
rehabilitation centers, pet hotels and resorts, grooming facilities, and pet retail stores. Applying in-
depth knowledge of the project development process, animal welfare expertise, and creative vision 
has enabled him to design facilities that set new standards in the animal care industry for visual appeal 
and functionality.

With decades of experience and a long track record of national design awards, Warren is an authority 
in animal care facility design and is licensed to practice in over 30 states and other U.S. territories and 
&DQDGLDQ�SURYLQFHV��+H�KDV�OHFWXUHG�QDWLRQDOO\�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�RQ�VXEMHFWV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�HI¿FLHQW�
ÀRRU�SODQV�WR�PDWHULDOV�DQG�V\VWHPV�EHVW�VXLWHG�IRU�DQLPDO�FDUH�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�KDV�ZULWWHQ�QXPHURXV�
articles for respected trade publications.

Warren Freedenfeld, AIA, NCARB      Principal
)8//�7,0(                                         Boston, MA

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With rfa: 17 years
Industry: 53 years

Education

Bachelor of Architecture             
Syracuse University,
Graduate School of Architecture

Bachelor of Arts, Architecture             
Syracuse University                         
School of Liberal Arts

$I¿OLDWLRQV
American Institute of Architects
National Council of Architectural
Registration Boards, No. 15026

Boston Society of Architects (BSA)

Bristol Animal Shelter          Bristol, RI
The citizens of this seaside community voted for the building of a new animal shelter that embodied 
SURJUHVVLYH�KHDOWK\�DQLPDO�OLYLQJ��DQG�SHUWLQHQW�WR�VXFK�KRXVLQJ�DUH�FDQLQH�FRWWDJHV��¿UVW�GHYHORSHG�LQ�
the U.S. by rfa, that have become models for many of rfa’s animal shelter designs. These cottages are 
FRQ¿JXUHG�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKH�VFDOH��IRUP��WH[WXUHV��PDWHULDOV��DQG�QDWXUDO�OLJKW�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�D�FRPIRUWLQJ��
home-like environment. Other salient features include a client reception and waiting area, interactive 
FRUULGRU��DGRSWLRQ�VWUD\�TXDUDQWLQH�GRJ�KRXVLQJ�ZLWK�LQGRRU�DQG�RXWGRRU�UXQV��LVRODWLRQ�GRJ�KRXVLQJ�
ZLWK�D�WUHDWPHQW�DUHD��D�FRPPXQDO�NLWWHQ�SOD\�URRP��DQ�DQLPDO�FRQWURO�RI¿FH��D�VWUD\�FDW�ZDUG��DQ�
isolation cat ward, and a humane education and multipurpose room.

HumaneCNY                   Liverpool, NY
Originally built in the 1960s, The Humane Association of Central New York’s (HumaneCNY) animal 
shelter facility had become a beloved part of the Liverpool community. However, the 3,500 SF building 
UHTXLUHG�H[WHQVLYH�UHQRYDWLRQ�DW�LWV�IURQW�DQG�D�UHSODFHPHQW�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�DQLPDO�KRXVLQJ�SRUWLRQ�DW�
the rear with a new building in order to meet modern animal care needs. Even so, the goal was to 
maintain the established character of the building while adding warmth and excitement to public visits. 
Consisting of over 7,000 SF, the project scope included a variety of housing areas for adoptable 
dogs and cats and a pet bonding room. A highly organized set of support functions, including food 
SUHSDUDWLRQ��EDWKLQJ��ODXQGU\��DQG�VWRUDJH��DUH�VWUDWHJLFDOO\�ORFDWHG�IRU�HI¿FLHQW�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�DQLPDO�
care.

Arizona No. 33183 Massachusetts No. 3538 Oregon ARI-11328
California No. C-24580 Michigan No. 13010-38998 Ontario No. 7335
Colorado No. C-4749 Mississippi No. 3221 Pennsylvania No. B-8976
Connecticut ARI.0006497 Missouri No. 2000160073 Puerto Rico No. 6725
Florida No. AR0011410 Montana No. 2722 Rhode Island No. 1567
Georgia No. 8233 Nevada No. 3524 South Carolina No. 4998

Illinois No. 001-101867 New Hampshire No. 1068 Tennessee No. 100876
Indiana No. AR19600133 New Jersey No. AI-07422 Texas No. 14095
.DQVDV No. 4546 New York No. 14160-1 Utah No. 380348-0301
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rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

Eric Nelson, a published, award-winning veteran architect of thirty years, is an Associate of rfa and 
our Supervising Architect. With a rich, diverse history of private practice and international project 
OHDGHUVKLS��KH�EULQJV�D�EURDG�UDQJH�RI�GHVLJQ��WHFKQLFDO��DQG�PDQDJHPHQW�VNLOOV�WR�RXU�¿UP�

In Eric’s tenure at rfa, which began in 2011, he has led our project teams in the development of over 
100 animal care facilities across the United States and abroad. Eric’s experience and expertise in the 
animal care industry includes the design and project management of municipal and private animal 
shelters, pet resorts and daycare facilities, multi-species general veterinary practices, and animal 
specialty and emergency centers. He displays a wealth of knowledge in all aspects of animal shelter 
facility design, from space allocation and master planning to noise and odor control, fear-free design, 
PDWHULDO�VHOHFWLRQ��DQG�FRQWDJLRQ�FRQWURO��(ULF�RYHUVHHV�WKH�GDLO\�RSHUDWLRQV�RI�UID¶V�(DVW�&RDVW�RI¿FH��
FRRUGLQDWLQJ�WKH�HIIRUWV�RI�RXU�SURMHFW�PDQDJHUV�DQG�PDLQWDLQLQJ�TXDOLW\�FRQWURO�

Eric Nelson, AIA, NCARB    Associate, Supervising Architect
FULL TIME                                                Boston, MA

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With rfa: 11 years
Industry: 34 years

Education
SMArchS, Building Technology             
MIT

Bachelor of Architecture             
Pratt Institute

$I¿OLDWLRQV

American Institute of Architects

National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards

Boston Society of Architects (BSA)    

U.S. Green Building Council

St. Mary’s County Animal Shelter                California, MD 
In 2017, rfa was retained to conduct a feasibility study for St. Mary’s County in Maryland with respect 
to animal welfare and sheltering, beginning with an analysis of the neighboring Tri-County Animal 
Shelter in Hughesville. From this study came the decision to build a new 12,800 SF animal shelter 
GHGLFDWHG�WR�6W��0DU\¶V�&RXQW\�ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�.���XQLW�DQG�DQ�HTXLQH�VWDEOH�DUHD��'HOLYHUHG�ZLWKLQ�
a design-build model, the County celebrated the ribbon-cutting of this new facility in August of 2022.

Quincy Animal Shelter          Quincy, MA
rfa is currently working with the City of Quincy on the development of the new Quincy Animal Shelter. 
7KH��������VTXDUH�IRRW�VKHOWHU�GHVLJQ�QRW�RQO\�LQFOXGHV�KRXVLQJ�DQG�DGRSWLRQ�IDFLOLWLHV�IRU�ORVW�DQG�
or abandoned dogs and cats as well as exercise yards but also will include public spaces for humane 
education, training and obedience classes, public meetings, and K-9 Unit demonstrations. Indeed, 
there are designated areas for the Quincy Animal Control Unit and the Quincy K-9 Police Unit. 
Veterinary medical spaces include a treatment area, a surgery prep room, and a spay/neuter clinic. 
The building itself is nestled into a hillside in order to save on site costs, and construction is expected 
to begin in the autumn of 2022. Adjacent to the future shelter’s location is a recently completed dog 
park that incorporates an active dog area as well as areas for senior and small dogs.

OC Animal Care             Tustin, CA
OC Animal Care serves fourteen surrounding cities and communities. rfa’s design sited seven 
buildings, ample parking, service areas, and a variety of exercise yards into a park-like setting. The 
spine of the seven-acre campus -- a curved, tree-lined promenade -- encourages public exploration 
and secure, nurturing interaction between visitors, staff, and animals. The two-story main building 
KRXVHV�D�VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�FOLQLF��SXEOLF�PHHWLQJ�VSDFHV��¿HOG�VHUYLFHV��DQG�D�YDULHW\�RI�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�
departments. rfa worked extensively with staff, animal welfare specialists, and members of the 
renowned University of California, Davis School of Veterinary Medicine to meticulously craft every 
aspect of this facility. The resulting design seeks to establish a forward-thinking standard in municipal 
animal care and an inspirational community resource. rfa�IDFLOLWDWHG�IUHTXHQW�FOLHQW�GHVLJQ�UHYLHZV�DQG�
GHVLJQ�EXLOG�WHDP�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��(I¿FLHQW�SODQQLQJ��GXUDEOH�FRQFUHWH�WLOW�XS�SDQHO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��DQG�D�
QXPEHU�RI�LQQRYDWLYH�EXLOGLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�DOVR�KHOSHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKLV�VRSKLVWLFDWHG��IDVW�WUDFN�SURMHFW�
within budget and the client’s aggressive eighteen-month schedule.

Design Lead / Quality Management



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

Geeta Shrestha has been a practicing architecture professional since 2003. She received her formal training 
in her home city of Katmandu, Nepal. After working there for several years, she continued her training in 
Bonn, Germany and then at the Getty Conservation Institute in Los Angeles. Having lived and practiced 
in the United States since 2007, she has developed into a talented, mature professional and expert BIM 
modeler. Since joining rfa in 2013, she has completed construction documents for numerous animal shelters, 
pet boarding facilities, and veterinary hospitals, affording her intimate familiarity with the operations and 
WHFKQLFDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�WKHVH�VXFK�VSHFLDOL]HG�DQG�FRPSOH[�IDFLOLWLHV��+HU�DWWHQWLYH�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�FOLHQWV��
FRQVXOWLQJ�HQJLQHHUV��DQG�FRQWUDFWRUV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�DFURVV�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�SURMHFW�DV�ZHOO�DV�KHU�KDQGV�RQ�
approach to mentorship of rfa¶V�MXQLRU�VWDII�KDV�OHG�WR�KHU�DSSRLQWPHQW�LQ������DV�DQ�$VVRFLDWH�RI�WKH�¿UP�

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With rfa: 9 years
Industry: 19 years

Education
Bachelor of Architecture             
Institute of Engineering,                                

Tibhuvan Unviersity, Nepal

History Preservation (Intern)                                                   
Getty Conservation Institute

Sustainable Development (Intern)                   
United Nations

$I¿OLDWLRQV
LEED AP BD+C

Pleasant Paws Pet Center                             Newtown, CT 
The 18,700 SF Pleasant Paws Pet Center provides all pet solutions under one roof for dogs, cats, birds, 
reptiles, and pocket pets. This two-storied facility incorporates veterinary and rehabilitative care, boarding 
DQG� WUDLQLQJ� DUHDV�� JURRPLQJ� VHUYLFHV�� DQG� D� SHW� UHWDLO� FRPSRQHQW�� 9HWHULQDU\� DUHDV� VSHFL¿FDOO\� VHUYH�
treatments for post-operative orthopedic care, traumatic injuries, arthritis, and canine obesity. Indoor canine 
suites offer three different layouts complemented by outdoor yards.

Rockland County Capital Project #1483                 Pomona, NY  
5RFNODQG�&RXQW\�LV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�UHSODFLQJ�LWV�FXUUHQW�������6)�RXWGDWHG�DQG�LQDGHTXDWH�DQLPDO�VKHOWHU�
with a new state-of-the-art 14,000 SF facility. The new shelter is designed to not only provide a healthy home 
for animals but also promote and facilitate pet adoptions in a warm, welcoming, and enjoyable environment. 
$FFHVVLELOLW\� LV�EDODQFHG�HI¿FLHQWO\�ZLWK�VHFXULW\� WKURXJKRXW� WKLV�QHZ� IDFLOLW\¶V�GHVLJQ��ZKLOH�SHW�DGRSWLRQ�
and animal housing areas create an inviting introduction to the shelter’s services, stray/surrender areas 
DQG�TXDUDQWLQH�LVRODWLRQ�ZDUGV�DUH�VDIHO\�ORFDWHG�EH\RQG�SXEOLF�DFFHVV��6KHOWHU�VWDII�VXSSRUW�IXQFWLRQV�DUH�
SUHGRPLQDQWO\�VLWXDWHG�FHQWUDOO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDFLOLW\�DV�ZHOO�WR�DOORZ�IRU�HI¿FLHQW�RSHUDWLRQV��2YHUDOO��WKH�QHZ�
animal shelter will be a tremendous asset to the community.

The Seeing Eye                        Morristown, NJ
The Seeing Eye in Morristown, New Jersey is the oldest guide dog school in the world. rfa was hired to 
consolidate, upgrade, and expand kenneling facilities on this renowned organization’s 60-acre campus. 
The 10,000 SF Harris Canine Pavilion houses 48 dogs in four separate suites with comfortable indoor 
resting runs and outdoor exercise runs. The design of the Pavilion not only meets the organization’s goals 
but also creates a prominent architectural feature celebrating The Seeing Eye’s commitment to loving 
care and instruction for all participants in the program. Every inch of the kennel spaces was designed to 
IDFLOLWDWH� VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW� DQLPDO� FDUH�� LQFRUSRUDWLQJ� DVHSWLF�� HDVLO\�PDLQWDLQHG� ¿QLVKHV� DQG� VRSKLVWLFDWHG�
waste removal as well as noise and odor control measures. Because group exercise and play are key 
elements of the program, generous outdoor covered exercise yards conveniently shelter dogs from hot sun 
and inclement weather.

Geeta Shrestha, Assoc. AIA, LEED AP BD+C Associate, Sr. Project Manager 
FULL TIME                                      Boston, MA

Project Manager



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

With a Master’s in Architecture from Boston Architectural College, Project Manager James Howe brings 
to rfa�GLYHUVL¿HG�GHVLJQ�H[SHULHQFH�IURP�WKH�KHDOWKFDUH��ODERUDWRU\�RI¿FH��UHWDLO��DQG�FKLOGFDUH�VHFWRUV��
As a former Plans Examiner for the City of Boston, James also acts as rfa’s lead Quality Assurance/
Quality Control reviewer, a true expert in technical document coordination who ensures Building Code 
compliance while maintaining project expectations. From assisting clients in the realization of their 
design needs and goals, to creating safe and welcoming opportunities for interaction between people 
and animals, and to determining resolutions to unforeseen construction conditions, James enjoys the 
creativity that accompanies true problem-solving throughout all phases of a project.

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With rfa: 2 years
Industry: 23 years

Education
Master of Architecture             
Boston Architectural College                                

Bachelor of Architecture                                                  
Boston Architectural College

St. Mary’s County Animal Shelter                California, MD 
In 2017, rfa was retained to conduct a feasibility study for St. Mary’s County in Maryland with respect 
to its animal welfare and sheltering, beginning with an analysis of the neighboring Tri-County Animal 
Shelter in Hughesville. From this study came the decision to build a new 12,800 SF animal shelter 
GHGLFDWHG�WR�6W��0DU\¶V�&RXQW\�ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�.���XQLW�DQG�DQ�HTXLQH�VWDEOH�DUHD��DOO�GHVLJQHG�E\�
rfa. Delivered within a design-build model, the County celebrated the ribbon-cutting of this new facility 
in August of 2022.

Quincy Animal Shelter          Quincy, MA
rfa is currently working with the City of Quincy in Massachusetts on the development of the new 
4XLQF\�$QLPDO�6KHOWHU��7KH��������VTXDUH�IRRW�VKHOWHU�GHVLJQ�QRW�RQO\�LQFOXGHV�KRXVLQJ�DQG�DGRSWLRQ�
facilities for lost and/or abandoned dogs and cats as well as exercise yards but also will include 
public spaces for humane education, training and obedience classes, public meetings, and K-9 Unit 
demonstrations. Indeed, there are designated areas for the Quincy Animal Control Unit and the Quincy 
K-9 Police Unit. Veterinary medical spaces include a treatment area, a surgery prep room, and a spay/
neuter clinic. The building itself is nestled into a hillside in order to save on site costs, and construction 
is expected to begin in the autumn of 2022. Adjacent to the future shelter’s location is the recently 
completed dog park and its access road. This park incorporates an active dog area as well as areas 
for senior and small dogs.

Milton Animal Shelter                    Milton, MA
Just nine miles south of Boston, the Town of Milton in Massachusetts will be constructing a new animal 
shelter nestled into the wooded hills that surround Granite Links Golf Club. This 5,100 SF gem will 
incorporate adoption and surrender services, a spay/neuter clinic, humane education programs, and 
an animal control department, all to serve the community’s 27,000 people. The building is sited to face 
the access road and insulate adjacent residents from the majority of shelter operations. Generous 
fenced exercise yards and access to walking trails complement the full range of services provided 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�VKHOWHU�IDFLOLW\��6WDQGLQJ�VHDP�PHWDO�URR¿QJ��H[SUHVVHG�WLPEHU�IUDPLQJ��SDLQWHG�FODSERDUG�
siding, and stone banding create an exterior palate that is clean, contemporary, and harmonious with 
the Town’s historic colonial character. Clerestory windows above a “catio” bring sunlight and warmth 
into the southeast-facing entry, waiting area, and communal cat play room.

James Howe, CBO         Project Manager 
FULL TIME                           Fort Pierce, FL

Code/Constructability Review



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

Christine Gallant received her Bachelor of Interior Architecture from the Boston Architectural College 
in 2020 and has recently joined the rfa design team. Upon her onboarding, she led the meticulous 
development of an internal material resource library and maintains active correspondence with materials 
manufacturers in the development of all animal care and veterinary facility projects. With a keen sense of 
color and style, she interprets clients’ aesthetic preferences to compile material boards for presentation, 
enthusiastically engaging in the discussion of the best-suited durable and easily-maintained materials 
IRU�HDFK�XVH�LQ�WKHVH�GHPDQGLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV��:LWK�FUHDWLYH�ÀDLU��VKH�EULQJV�WR�rfa a complementary 
work ethic that supports the efforts oI�WKH�¿UP¶V�IXll architectural services.

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With rfa: 1 year
Industry: 2 years

Education
Bachelor of Interior Architecture             
Boston Architectural College

Quincy Animal Shelter          Quincy, MA
rfa is currently working with the City of Quincy in Massachusetts on the development of the new 
4XLQF\�$QLPDO�6KHOWHU��7KH��������VTXDUH�IRRW�VKHOWHU�GHVLJQ�QRW�RQO\�LQFOXGHV�KRXVLQJ�DQG�DGRSWLRQ�
facilities for lost and/or abandoned dogs and cats as well as exercise yards but also will include 
public spaces for humane education, training and obedience classes, public meetings, and K-9 Unit 
demonstrations. Indeed, there are designated areas for the Quincy Animal Control Unit and the Quincy 
K-9 Police Unit. Veterinary medical spaces include a treatment area, a surgery prep room, and a spay/
neuter clinic. The building itself is nestled into a hillside in order to save on site costs, and construction 
is expected to begin in the autumn of 2022. Adjacent to the future shelter’s location is the recently 
completed dog park and its access road. This park incorporates an active dog area as well as areas 
for senior and small dogs.

Bideawee Manhattan Operations Center               New York, NY
7,700 SF of renovations are underway at a four-story former sushi restaurant in the heart of the 
&KHOVHD�QHLJKERUKRRG�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�IRU�WKH�QHZ�KHDGTXDUWHUV�RI�%LGHDZHH��RQH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�
humane organizations in the United States. Bideawee serves Greater New York with multiple 
locations, including a Westhampton animal shelter facility for which rfa designed a veterinary clinic in 
2007. In addition to dog and cat adoption services, the scope of work for this new facility will provide 
services for veterinary treatment and surgery areas as well. The renovation work is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2022.

Christine Gallant        Interior Designer 
FULL TIME                                 Boston, MA

Interior Designer



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

As Principal of the multi-disciplined Atlantic Consulting & Engineering, LLC, James Quill is engaged in 
JHRWHFKQLFDO��FLYLO��VWUXFWXUDO��PHFKDQLFDO��HOHWULFDO��SOXPELQJ��DQG�¿UH�SURWHFWLRQ�SURMHFWV�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�
WKH�¿UP��+LV�RYHUDOO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�HQWDLOV�DOO�LQVSHFWLRQV��GHVLJQV��DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�GRFXPHQWV�SURGXFHG�
for residential, commercial, educational, and industrial projects. James began his engineering career 
providing geotechnical services through extensive supervision over major earthwork and foundation 
contractors, a background that showcases experience in designing for dewatering systems, retaining 
structures, sheet piles, blasting rock excavation, and excavate/replace cut and cover operations. Since 
������KH�KDV�DOVR�VHUYHG�DV�3ULQFLSDO�RI�)DLU¿HOG�7HVWLQJ�/DERUDWRU\��//&�LQ�%ULGJHSRUW��&7��ZKHUH�KH�LV�
FKLHÀ\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DOO�WHVWLQJ�DQG�LQVSHFWLRQ�RI�VRLOV��ELWXPLQRXV�FRQFUHWH��VXEVXUIDFH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��
concrete/masonry, structural steel, bridges, and bulk heads.

Years of Experience
With ACE: 34 years
Industry: 41 years

Education
Master of Science,                 
Civil Engineering             
Northeastern University

Bachelor of Science,  
Civil Engineering   

University of Lowell

James E. Quill, PE                 Principal 
FULL TIME                           Bridgeport, CT

State of Connecticut Licensure
No. 14358

$I¿OLDWLRQV�

American Society of Civil Engineers

Connecticut Society of Civil Engineers

American Arbitration Association

&RQVWUXFWLRQ�6SHFL¿FDWLRQV�,QVWLWXWH

Connecticut Construction Inspectors 
Association

*HRWHFKQLFDO�3ULQFLSDO�LQ�&KDUJH

Atlantic Consulting & Engineering, LLC have provided numerous geotechnical engineering services to 
the City of Stamford.



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

Thomas Nelson is responsible for the management of a wide variety of site development projects from 
WKHLU� LQFHSWLRQ�WR�¿QDO�RFFXSDQF\��+H�FORVHO\�FRRUGLQDWHV�HQJLQHHULQJ�GHVLJQV�ZLWK� WKH�FOLHQW��GHVLJQ�
WHDP��DQG�UHJXODWRUV�WR�SURYLGH�D�¿QLVKHG�SURGXFW�WKDW�PHHWV�ERWK�WKH�FOLHQW¶V�REMHFWLYHV�DQG�PXQLFLSDO�
regulations in a timely and cost-effective manner. His experience base includes performing for site 
SODQQLQJ�� VXEGLYLVLRQ� RI� ODQG� WR� PHHW� SODQQLQJ� DQG� ]RQLQJ� UHTXLUHPHQWV�� VWRUPZDWHU� PDQDJHPHQW�
design, site grading, preparation of erosion control plans, hydraulic design of sanitary and storm sewer 
systems, septic system design, coastal site development, and low impact development (LID) design 
WHFKQLTXHV��7KRPDV� LV� DOVR�ZHOO�YHUVHG� LQ� WKH� WLPLQJ� DQG� VHTXHQFH�RI� DSSOLFDWLRQ� SURFHGXUHV� IRU� D�
wide array of permits to local and State reviewing agencies and provides timely responses to RFIs and 
processing of submittals.

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With MEA: 18 years
Industry: 20 years

Education
Bachelor of Science,                 
Civil Engineering             
State University of New York at Buffalo

170 Seleck Street                                          Stamford, CT 
To this construction of a new commercial building on a previously-developed parcel that consisted of a 
parking lot and an adjoining commercial building, MEA provided all site engineering services, including 
driveway and parking layouts, stormwater management design, sanitary sewer connection, site 
XWLOLWLHV��VLWH�JUDGLQJ��HURVLRQ�FRQWUROV��SHUPLWWLQJ�DVVLVWDQFH��LQVSHFWLRQV��DQG�¿QDO�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV�

Weston Dog Park                   Weston, CT 
The design of this dog park for the Town of Weston is sited on an undeveloped parcel also 
incorporates a new driveway, a parking lot, public pathways, and secure fenced areas. For this project, 
McChord Engineering Associates, Inc. provided all site engineering services, including coordination 
ZLWK�7RZQ�RI¿FLDOV��WKH�OD\RXW�DQG�SUR¿OH�RI�WKH�QHZ�GULYHZD\��WKH�SDUNLQJ�OD\RXW��VWRUPZDWHU�
management design, site grading, considerations for erosion control, permitting assistance, the 
creation of presentations to local commissions, and construction estimation.

Brim & Crown                    Norwalk, CT
This project entailed the renovation of an existing industrial building and the construction of an entirely 
new building to create a multi-use development that consists of 189 residential apartments and 46,500 
SF of commercial space. The site design also incorporated an associated parking lot and integration 
with the adjoining East Norwalk Train Station. MEA provided all site engineering services, including 
feasibility assessment, driveway and parking layout, stormwater management design, sanitary sewer 
design, site utilities, site grading, erosion controls, permitting assistance, construction administration, 
LQVSHFWLRQV��DQG�¿QDO�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV�

HTMX Industries                    Norwalk, CT
7KH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH��������6)�,QQRYDWLRQ�&HQWHU�WR�VHUYH�DV�WKH�ZRUOG�KHDGTXDUWHUV�IRU�+70;�
,QGXVWULHV��D�JOREDO�OX[XU\�YLQ\O�WLOH�PDQXIDFWXUHU��UHTXLUHG�WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�D�FLW\�URDG�DQG�PXOWLSOH�
parking lots, with special attention given to green building practices and Low Impact Development 
�/,'��GLUHFWLYHV��7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�FHUWL¿HG�/LYLQJ�%XLOGLQJ�&KDOOHQJH�SURMHFW�LQ�WKH�6WDWH�RI�
Connecticut. MEA provided all site engineering services, including the design of the road extension, 
driveway and parking lot layout, stormwater management design, sanitary sewer design, storm sewer 
design, site utilities, site grading, erosion controls, permitting assistance, construction administration, 
LQVSHFWLRQV��DQG�¿QDO�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV�

Thomas S. Nelson, PE               President 
FULL TIME                                   Wilton, CT

State of Connecticut Licensure
No. 26595

&LYLO�3ULQFLSDO�LQ�&KDUJH�
Managing Engineer



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

Harry Rocheville provides design services and manages of a wide variety of site development projects, 
including those pertaining to site planning, parking facilities, sanitary and storm drainage facilities, site 
grading, erosion and sedimentation controls, and the coordination of underground utilities.

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With MEA: 4 years
Industry: 10 years

Education
Bachelor of Science,                 
Civil Engineering             
University of New Haven

170 Seleck Street                                          Stamford, CT 
To this construction of a new commercial building on a previously-developed parcel that consisted of a 
parking lot and an adjoining commercial building, MEA provided all site engineering services, including 
driveway and parking layouts, stormwater management design, sanitary sewer connection, site 
XWLOLWLHV��VLWH�JUDGLQJ��HURVLRQ�FRQWUROV��SHUPLWWLQJ�DVVLVWDQFH��LQVSHFWLRQV��DQG�¿QDO�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV�

Weston Dog Park                   Weston, CT 
The design of this dog park for the Town of Weston is sited on an undeveloped parcel also 
incorporates a new driveway, a parking lot, public pathways, and secure fenced areas. For this project, 
McChord Engineering Associates, Inc. provided all site engineering services, including coordination 
ZLWK�7RZQ�RI¿FLDOV��WKH�OD\RXW�DQG�SUR¿OH�RI�WKH�QHZ�GULYHZD\��WKH�SDUNLQJ�OD\RXW��VWRUPZDWHU�
management design, site grading, considerations for erosion control, permitting assistance, the 
creation of presentations to local commissions, and construction estimation.

Brim & Crown                    Norwalk, CT
This project entailed the renovation of an existing industrial building and the construction of an entirely 
new building to create a multi-use development that consists of 189 residential apartments and 46,500 
SF of commercial space. The site design also incorporated an associated parking lot and integration 
with the adjoining East Norwalk Train Station. MEA provided all site engineering services, including 
feasibility assessment, driveway and parking layout, stormwater management design, sanitary sewer 
design, site utilities, site grading, erosion controls, permitting assistance, construction administration, 
LQVSHFWLRQV��DQG�¿QDO�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV�

HTMX Industries                    Norwalk, CT
7KH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH��������6)�,QQRYDWLRQ�&HQWHU�WR�VHUYH�DV�WKH�ZRUOG�KHDGTXDUWHUV�IRU�+70;�
,QGXVWULHV��D�JOREDO�OX[XU\�YLQ\O�WLOH�PDQXIDFWXUHU��UHTXLUHG�WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�D�FLW\�URDG�DQG�PXOWLSOH�
parking lots, with special attention given to green building practices and Low Impact Development 
�/,'��GLUHFWLYHV��7KH�GHYHORSPHQW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�FHUWL¿HG�/LYLQJ�%XLOGLQJ�&KDOOHQJH�SURMHFW�LQ�WKH�6WDWH�RI�
Connecticut. MEA provided all site engineering services, including the design of the road extension, 
driveway and parking lot layout, stormwater management design, sanitary sewer design, storm sewer 
design, site utilities, site grading, erosion controls, permitting assistance, construction administration, 
LQVSHFWLRQV��DQG�¿QDO�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV�

Harry M. Rocheville, Jr., PE                                Project Manager 
FULL TIME                                   Wilton, CT

State of Connecticut Licensure
No. 32002

Lead Design Engineer



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

-LP�'H6WHIDQR� ¿UVW� IRXQGHG�'H6WHIDQR� 	�&KDPEHUODLQ�� ,QF�� DV� 'H6WHIDQR�$VVRFLDWHV� LQ� ������ +H�
then went on to serve as the President of the Connecticut Structural Engineers Coalition from 1994 
to 1997. He has also served as a director of the National Council of Structural Engineers Associations 
(NCSEA) and of the Structural Insulated Panel Association (SIPA) and is past chairman of the Structure 
editorial board. In 1996 and again in 2008, Jim was awarded the Engineering Excellence Award from 
the American Council of Engineering Companies of Connecticut (ACEC/CT). He was also awarded the 
Connecticut AIA Chapter’s Volunteer of the Year Award in 2014. Living in Westport, he has previously 
served in on the Town’s land use boards, including the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Flood 
and Erosion Control Board.

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With DS&C: 41 years
Industry: 45 years

Education
Master of Science,                 
Structural Engineering   
   and Structural Mechanics             
University of California, Berkeley

Bachelor of Science  
Civil Engineering   

University of Pennsylvania

6FR¿HOG�<DUG� � �� � � ����������� � ������������6WDPIRUG��&7 
$V�SDUW�RI�D�ODQG¿OO�FDSSLQJ�SURMHFW��WKH�&LW\�RI�6WDPIRUG�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�WR�UHSODFH�LWV����\HDU�ROG�
dilapidated salt dome. After initially pursuing a prefabricated structure, DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. 
proposed an attractive interconnected farm building design to be more compatible with the nearby 
residential architecture. The salt shed was made narrower and longer to accept an arched roof and 
HPXODWH�WKH�ORRN�RI�D�GDLU\�EDUQ�ZLWK�DGMDFHQW�JDEOHG�URRIHG�VSDFHV�IRU�WKH�¿HOG�RI¿FH�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�
bays. The barn was given diamond-shaped shingles and horizontal siding, contrasting with the 
architectural shingles and vertical siding on the rest of the building. Space was also allocated for a 
plow driver break area.

Department of Public Works Administration Building                 Trumbull, CT 
The Town of Trumbull needed a new building erected at the Highway site on Church Hill Road to 
consolidate several departments, including Public Works/Highway, Parks and Recreation, Arts 
Commission, and the Credit Union. The Town opted for a design-build approach due to a tight budget 
and schedule. Bismark Construction and DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. thus teamed to design and 
build the facility. DeStefano & Chamberlain presented a design meant to emulate the look and feel of 
a farm building but one that would not exceed the construction budget. An exposed timber frame was 
HQJLQHHUHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�URRI�DQG�GH¿QH�D�FHQWUDOL]HG�RSHQ�RI¿FH�DUHD��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�ZDV�LQGHHG�
completed without delays or cost overruns.

The Hotchkiss School: Biomass Boiler Plant                Lakeville, CT
When the Hotchkiss School needed a new central boiler plant to replace their aging facility, 
Centerbrook Architects and DeStefano & Chamberlain teamed to design a new structure. A low 
SUR¿OH��XQGXODWLQJ�URRI�LV�D�VKRZFDVH�RI�ZRRG�WHFKQRORJ\�DW�WKH�LQWHULRU��DQG�WKH�YHJHWDWHG�URRI�RQ�WKH�
exterior blends seamlessly into the landscape of the adjacent golf course. The new facility contains 
two Messersmith biomass boiler units which will burn locally- and sustainably-harvested wood chips, 
DQG�WKH�SURMHFW�DFKLHYHG�/(('�&HUWL¿FDWLRQ��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�SURMHFW�UHFHLYHG�D�*UHHQ�%XLOGLQJ�ZLWK�
Wood Award from WoodWorks, a Design Award from AIA Connecticut, an Honor Award for Design 
Excellence from AIA New England, and a Build Connecticut Award for Mid-Size New Constructions 
from the Associated General Contractors (AGC). The project was also ranked at #10 on The 

+XI¿QJWRQ�3RVW’s “20 of The Most Ingenious Works of Architecture in 2014”.

James B. DeStefano, PE, SE, AIA, F.SEI                    President
FULL TIME    ������������ ��� � � � ����������)DLUÀHOG��&7

$I¿OLDWLRQV�

Council of American Structural Engineers 
(CASE)

Structural Engineering Institute (SEI)

Timber Frame Business Council (TFBC)

American Wood Council (AWC)

American Plywood Association (APA)

6WUXFWXUDO�3ULQFLSDO�LQ�&KDUJH
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Kevin Chamberlain has been active in the structural engineering profession for many years. He served 
two terms on the Board of the Structural Engineers Coalition of the American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Connecticut (ACEC/CT), including two years as President, and currently serves on the 
Coalition’s Code Advisory Committee. Kevin is Chairman of the Council of American Structural Engineers 
�&$6(���WKH�OHDGLQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VSHDNLQJ�IRU�WKH�EXVLQHVV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�SUDFWLFH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�¿UPV�
practicing structural engineering. He has also chaired CASE’s Guidelines Committee, and recently 
co-authored “Structural Engineer’s Guide to Working with a Geotechnical Engineer”. In 2008, Kevin 
was awarded the Engineering Excellence Award from ACEC/CT for St. Patrick Church in Redding, 
a spectacular reproduction timber-framed structure. As a resident of Trumbull, Kevin has previously 
served on the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission the Building Code Board of Appeals. 

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With DS&C: 26 years
Industry: 26 years

Education
Bachelor of Architectural Engineering,     
   Structural Option                  
Pennsylvania State University

6FR¿HOG�<DUG� � �� � � ����������� � ������������6WDPIRUG��&7 
$V�SDUW�RI�D�ODQG¿OO�FDSSLQJ�SURMHFW��WKH�&LW\�RI�6WDPIRUG�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�WR�UHSODFH�LWV����\HDU�ROG�
dilapidated salt dome. After initially pursuing a prefabricated structure, DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. 
proposed an attractive interconnected farm building design to be more compatible with the nearby 
residential architecture. The salt shed was made narrower and longer to accept an arched roof and 
HPXODWH�WKH�ORRN�RI�D�GDLU\�EDUQ�ZLWK�DGMDFHQW�JDEOHG�URRIHG�VSDFHV�IRU�WKH�¿HOG�RI¿FH�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�
bays. The barn was given diamond-shaped shingles and horizontal siding, contrasting with the 
architectural shingles and vertical siding on the rest of the building. Space was also allocated for a 
plow driver break area.

Department of Public Works Administration Building                 Trumbull, CT 
The Town of Trumbull needed a new building erected at the Highway site on Church Hill Road to 
consolidate several departments, including Public Works/Highway, Parks and Recreation, Arts 
Commission, and the Credit Union. The Town opted for a design-build approach due to a tight budget 
and schedule. Bismark Construction and DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. thus teamed to design and 
build the facility. DeStefano & Chamberlain presented a design meant to emulate the look and feel of 
a farm building but one that would not exceed the construction budget. An exposed timber frame was 
HQJLQHHUHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�URRI�DQG�GH¿QH�D�FHQWUDOL]HG�RSHQ�RI¿FH�DUHD��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�ZDV�LQGHHG�
completed without delays or cost overruns.

Thompson Exhibition Building        Mystic, CT
The Thompson Exhibition Building evokes the “geometry of the sea,” drawing design cues from 
the interior of a wooden ship, the undulating sea, and a spiraling nautilus shell. Named for the late 
Wade Thompson, the 14,000 SF building houses the Collins Gallery, a 5,000 SF hall featuring 
VRDULQJ�FHLOLQJV�DQG�D�ÀH[LEOH�OD\RXW�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�REMHFWV�RI�YDU\LQJ�VL]H�DQG�LQVWDOODWLRQV�RI�DOO�
types. A riverfront meeting space, the Masin Room, graces the west side of the building and can be 
UHFRQ¿JXUHG�IRU�FRQIHUHQFHV�RU�OHFWXUHV��DGGLWLRQDO�JDOOHU\�VSDFH��RU�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV��DGGLQJ�WR�
the versatile environment. The building incorporates a wraparound deck that allows visitors to enjoy 
WKH�ULYHUVLGH�VHWWLQJ�DQG�VHUYHV�DV�D�FRYHUHG�RYHUORRN�WR�WKH�TXDGUDQJOH¶V�FRPPRQ�DUHD��2WKHU�GHVLJQ�
elements include a prominent Museum entrance, a sweeping reception lobby, a ticketing center, a 
retail shop, and visitor amenities.

.HYLQ�&KDPEHUODLQ��3(��6(� �                             CEO 
FULL TIME    ������������ ��� � � � ����������)DLUÀHOG��&7

$I¿OLDWLRQV�

American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Connecticut (ACEC/CT)

Council of American Structural Engineers 
(CASE)

Structural Project Manager
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$V�&)2�RI�'H6WHIDQR�	�&KDPEHUODLQ��,QF��-RH�*HQFDUHOOL�LV�DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�
PDQDJHPHQW�RI�WKH�FRPSDQ\��+LV�RWKHU�GXWLHV�WR�WKH�¿UP�LQFOXGH�HQJLQHHULQJ��SURMHFW�PDQDJHPHQW��DQG�
team-building on various types of projects and complex facilities. In addition to structural design, Joe 
PDQDJHV�WKH�¿UP¶V�VSHFLDO�LQVSHFWLRQ�SURJUDP��SRVVHVVLQJ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LQVSHFWLRQ�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV��$:6�
&HUWL¿HG�:HOGLQJ�,QVSHFWRU��,&&�5HLQIRUFHG�&RQFUHWH�6SHFLDO�,QVSHFWRU��,&&�6WUXFWXUDO�0DVRQU\�6SHFLDO�
Inspector, ICC Structural Steel and Bolting Special Inspector, ICC Structural Steel and Welding Special 
,QVSHFWRU��,&&�6SUD\�)LUHSURR¿QJ�6SHFLDO�,QVSHFWRU��DQG�$&,�&RQFUHWH�)LHOG�7HVWLQJ�7HFKQLFLDQ��*UDGH�
1. Joe’s work on numerous projects has been featured in magazines such as Connecticut Cottages 

& Gardens, Architecture, and Luxe Interiors + Design. In 2016, one of his projects received the Built 
Honor Award by AIA Connecticut. Joe is the current President of the Board of Directors of the Structural 
Engineers Coalition of the American Council of Engineering Companies of Connecticut (ACEC/CT) and 
also serves on the ASCE 7 Standard Committee for the upcoming code cycle of the ASCE 7-22 Design 
Standard.

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With DS&C: 22 years
Industry: 22 years

Education
Bachelor of Science,         
Civil Engineering Technology      
Central Connecticut State University

6FR¿HOG�<DUG� � �� � � ����������� � ������������6WDPIRUG��&7 
$V�SDUW�RI�D�ODQG¿OO�FDSSLQJ�SURMHFW��WKH�&LW\�RI�6WDPIRUG�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�WR�UHSODFH�LWV����\HDU�ROG�
dilapidated salt dome. After initially pursuing a prefabricated structure, DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. 
proposed an attractive interconnected farm building design to be more compatible with the nearby 
residential architecture. The salt shed was made narrower and longer to accept an arched roof and 
HPXODWH�WKH�ORRN�RI�D�GDLU\�EDUQ�ZLWK�DGMDFHQW�JDEOHG�URRIHG�VSDFHV�IRU�WKH�¿HOG�RI¿FH�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�
bays. The barn was given diamond-shaped shingles and horizontal siding, contrasting with the 
architectural shingles and vertical siding on the rest of the building. Space was also allocated for a 
plow driver break area.

Department of Public Works Administration Building                 Trumbull, CT 
The Town of Trumbull needed a new building erected at the Highway site on Church Hill Road to 
consolidate several departments, including Public Works/Highway, Parks and Recreation, Arts 
Commission, and the Credit Union. The Town opted for a design-build approach due to a tight budget 
and schedule. Bismark Construction and DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. thus teamed to design and 
build the facility. DeStefano & Chamberlain presented a design meant to emulate the look and feel of 
a farm building but one that would not exceed the construction budget. An exposed timber frame was 
HQJLQHHUHG�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�URRI�DQG�GH¿QH�D�FHQWUDOL]HG�RSHQ�RI¿FH�DUHD��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�ZDV�LQGHHG�
completed without delays or cost overruns.

Choate Rosemary Hall: Lanphier Center             Wallingford, CT
Choate’s Cameron and Edward Lanphier Center for Mathematics and Computer Science blends 
traditional STEM subjects — science, technology, engineering, and mathematics — with arts. Home 
to teaching spaces for subjects ranging from robotics to sculpture, the building acknowledges the 
increasing importance of design-related disciplines. In addition to classrooms and labs, the Lanphier 
Center includes informal gathering spaces where students can meet and study. The building follows 
a U-shaped arrangement of classrooms with glass walls that look out on an ancient beech tree at 
the center of the courtyard. The structure also connects to the nearby Icahn Center by means of 
a footbridge that traverses a wetlands system. The center completed construction and opened to 
VWXGHQWV�LQ������DQG�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�PHHW�RU�H[FHHG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�IRU�D�/(('�*ROG�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ��7KH�
project received a 2017 Honor Award for Design Excellence from AIA Connecticut.

Joe Gencarelli, PE                                          CFO 
FULL TIME    ������������ ��� � � � ����������)DLUÀHOG��&7

$I¿OLDWLRQV�

American Council of Engineering 
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For over two decades, Joshua Catlett has provided heating, air conditioning, plumbing, industrial 
and commercial ventilation, high-velocity heat pump systems, water source heat pump systems, 
JHRWKHUPDO�KHDW�SXPS�V\VWHPV��UDGLDQW�ÀRRULQJ��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�V\VWHPV�GHVLJQV�WR�DUFKLWHFWV��RZQHUV��
manufacturing companies, mechanical contractors, and builders. Having teamed with rfa for many 
\HDUV��KH�KDV�EHHQ�FKLHÀ\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�PHFKDQLFDO�DQG�SOXPELQJ�GHVLJQV�RI�QXPHURXV�DQLPDO�
care facilities and veterinary hospitals.

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With CDi: 25 years
Industry: 29 years

Education
Bachelor of Science,               
Mechanical Engineering             
West Virginia University

St. Mary’s County Animal Shelter                California, MD 
In 2017, rfa was retained to conduct a feasibility study for St. Mary’s County in Maryland with respect 
to animal welfare and sheltering, beginning with an analysis of the neighboring Tri-County Animal 
Shelter in Hughesville. From this study came the decision to build a new 12,800 SF animal shelter 
GHGLFDWHG�WR�6W��0DU\¶V�&RXQW\�ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�.���XQLW�DQG�DQ�HTXLQH�VWDEOH�DUHD��'HOLYHUHG�ZLWKLQ�
a design-build model, the County celebrated the ribbon-cutting of this new facility in August of 2022.

Pleasant Paws Pet Center                             Newtown, CT 
The 18,700 SF Pleasant Paws Pet Center provides all pet solutions under one roof for dogs, cats, 
birds, reptiles, and pocket pets. This two-storied facility incorporates veterinary and rehabilitative 
care, boarding and training areas, grooming services, and a pet retail component. Veterinary areas 
VSHFL¿FDOO\�VHUYH�WUHDWPHQWV�IRU�SRVW�RSHUDWLYH�RUWKRSHGLF�FDUH��WUDXPDWLF�LQMXULHV��DUWKULWLV��DQG�FDQLQH�
obesity. Indoor canine suites offer three different layouts complemented by outdoor yards.

The Metro Pooch                                            Guilford, CT 
Two devoted, animal-loving visionaries joined forces to create The Metro Pooch. This 9,700 SF dog 
hotel located near New Haven in Guilford, Connecticut and within eyesight of the Atlantic Ocean 
includes standard, luxury, and deluxe suites, indoor dog playrooms, an exercise yard, and training and 
JURRPLQJ�VHUYLFHV��7KH�IDFLOLW\�IHDWXUHV�FRROHU�FRORUV�DQG�DWWUDFWLYH�¿QLVKHV��OLJKWLQJ�GHVLJQ��VHSDUDWH�
air handlers, and sound-absorbing panels that calm the dogs while providing opportunities for healthy 
socialization, ensuring that dogs are pampered with care in a place that feels like home.

Bristol Animal Shelter          Bristol, RI
The citizens of this seaside community voted for the building of a new animal shelter that embodied 
SURJUHVVLYH�KHDOWK\�DQLPDO�OLYLQJ��DQG�SHUWLQHQW�WR�VXFK�KRXVLQJ�DUH�FDQLQH�FRWWDJHV��¿UVW�GHYHORSHG�LQ�
the U.S. by rfa, that have become models for many of rfa’s animal shelter designs. These cottages are 
FRQ¿JXUHG�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKH�VFDOH��IRUP��WH[WXUHV��PDWHULDOV��DQG�QDWXUDO�OLJKW�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�D�FRPIRUWLQJ��
home-like environment. Other salient features include a client reception and waiting area, interactive 
FRUULGRU��DGRSWLRQ�VWUD\�TXDUDQWLQH�GRJ�KRXVLQJ�ZLWK�LQGRRU�DQG�RXWGRRU�UXQV��LVRODWLRQ�GRJ�KRXVLQJ�
ZLWK�D�WUHDWPHQW�DUHD��D�FRPPXQDO�NLWWHQ�SOD\�URRP��DQ�DQLPDO�FRQWURO�RI¿FH��D�VWUD\�FDW�ZDUG��DQ�
isolation cat ward, and a humane education and multipurpose room.

Joshua L. Catlett, PE         Vice President, Senior Mechanical Engineer 
FULL TIME                           Winchester, VA

$I¿OLDWLRQV
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Engineering and Surveying (NCEES)

0(3�3ULQFLSDO�LQ�&KDUJH�
Mechanical Engineer
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Beginning his tenure at Comfort Design, Inc. in 2003 as an Engineering Technician, Christopher 
6SUDQNOH� KDV� SHUIRUPHG� QXPHURXV� +9$&� GHVLJQV�� GUDZLQJV�� DQG� VSHFL¿FDWLRQV� IRU� LQGXVWULDO��
FRPPHUFLDO��DQG�UHVLGHQWLDO�IDFLOLWLHV��2YHU�WKH�ODVW�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV��KH�KDV�IXUWKHU�EHHQ�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�
mechanical and plumbing designs for numerous animal shelters, veterinary hospitals, human medical 
care facilities, government buildings, and many other building types. With a deep understanding in 
navigating international, federal, and local mechanical and plumbing codes, he is an integral asset in 
CDi’s longstanding relationship with rfa’s development of numerous animal care facilities.

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With CDi: 19 years
Industry: 24 years

Education
Bachelor of Science,               
Mechanical Engineering             
West Virginia University

St. Mary’s County Animal Shelter                California, MD 
In 2017, rfa was retained to conduct a feasibility study for St. Mary’s County in Maryland with respect 
to animal welfare and sheltering, beginning with an analysis of the neighboring Tri-County Animal 
Shelter in Hughesville. From this study came the decision to build a new 12,800 SF animal shelter 
GHGLFDWHG�WR�6W��0DU\¶V�&RXQW\�ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�.���XQLW�DQG�DQ�HTXLQH�VWDEOH�DUHD��'HOLYHUHG�ZLWKLQ�
a design-build model, the County celebrated the ribbon-cutting of this new facility in August of 2022.

Pleasant Paws Pet Center                             Newtown, CT 
The 18,700 SF Pleasant Paws Pet Center provides all pet solutions under one roof for dogs, cats, 
birds, reptiles, and pocket pets. This two-storied facility incorporates veterinary and rehabilitative 
care, boarding and training areas, grooming services, and a pet retail component. Veterinary areas 
VSHFL¿FDOO\�VHUYH�WUHDWPHQWV�IRU�SRVW�RSHUDWLYH�RUWKRSHGLF�FDUH��WUDXPDWLF�LQMXULHV��DUWKULWLV��DQG�FDQLQH�
obesity. Indoor canine suites offer three different layouts complemented by outdoor yards.

)LUHÀ\�9HWHULQDU\�+RVSLWDO� �� � � ����������� ������������ �����������1HZ�<RUN��1< 
$�FHUWL¿HG�)HDU�)UHH�DQG�&DW�)ULHQGO\�FRPSDQLRQ�DQLPDO�SUDFWLFH��)LUHÀ\�9HWHULQDU\�+RVSLWDO�ERDVWV�
GHVLJQ�DQG�VWDII�WUDLQLQJ�WKDW�UHGXFHV�RU�HYHQ�HOLPLQDWHV�DQ[LHW\�LQ�FDQLQH�SDWLHQWV�DQG�IHOLQH�SDWLHQWV��
for example, separate seating spaces in the waiting area and separate exam rooms minimize 
VWUHVVIXO�LQWHUVSHFLHV�LQWHUDFWLRQV��'HVSLWH�D�OLPLWHG�ÀRRU�SODQ�RI�RQO\�������6)��rfa’s veterinary interior 
renovation services created a welcoming, sleek environment that additionally provides for veterinary 
emergency treatment, veterinary surgical procedures, and an on-site veterinary pharmacy.

Bristol Animal Shelter          Bristol, RI
The citizens of this seaside community voted for the building of a new animal shelter that embodied 
SURJUHVVLYH�KHDOWK\�DQLPDO�OLYLQJ��DQG�SHUWLQHQW�WR�VXFK�KRXVLQJ�DUH�FDQLQH�FRWWDJHV��¿UVW�GHYHORSHG�LQ�
the U.S. by rfa, that have become models for many of rfa’s animal shelter designs. These cottages are 
FRQ¿JXUHG�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKH�VFDOH��IRUP��WH[WXUHV��PDWHULDOV��DQG�QDWXUDO�OLJKW�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�D�FRPIRUWLQJ��
home-like environment. Other salient features include a client reception and waiting area, interactive 
FRUULGRU��DGRSWLRQ�VWUD\�TXDUDQWLQH�GRJ�KRXVLQJ�ZLWK�LQGRRU�DQG�RXWGRRU�UXQV��LVRODWLRQ�GRJ�KRXVLQJ�
ZLWK�D�WUHDWPHQW�DUHD��D�FRPPXQDO�NLWWHQ�SOD\�URRP��DQ�DQLPDO�FRQWURO�RI¿FH��D�VWUD\�FDW�ZDUG��DQ�
isolation cat ward, and a humane education and multipurpose room.

Christopher R. Sprankle                    Mechanical Engineer 
FULL TIME                           Winchester, VA
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American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating, & Air Conditioning 
Engineers (ASHRAE)

American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
(ASPE)

American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers (ASME)

International Code Council (ICC)

National Council of Examiners for 
Engineering and Surveying (NCEES)

Plumbing Engineer



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

As the resident electrical engineer at Comfort Design, Inc., Heather prepares designs, drawings, 
DQG� VSHFL¿FDWLRQV� IRU� HOHFWULFDO� SRZHU� DQG� LQWHULRU�H[WHULRU�VLWH� OLJKWLQJ� SULPDULO\� IRU� DQLPDO� VKHOWHUV��
veterinary hospitals, and other animal care facilities. Furthermore, she has experience performing such 
GHVLJQV�IRU�JRYHUQPHQW�DJHQFLHV��VFKRROV��RI¿FHV��DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�UHWDLO�EXLOGLQJV�

Project ExperienceYears of Experience
With CDi: 4 years
Industry: 4 years

Education
Bachelor of Science,                 
Electrical Engineering             
Arizona State University

St. Mary’s County Animal Shelter                California, MD 
In 2017, rfa was retained to conduct a feasibility study for St. Mary’s County in Maryland with respect 
to animal welfare and sheltering, beginning with an analysis of the neighboring Tri-County Animal 
Shelter in Hughesville. From this study came the decision to build a new 12,800 SF animal shelter 
GHGLFDWHG�WR�6W��0DU\¶V�&RXQW\�ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�.���XQLW�DQG�DQ�HTXLQH�VWDEOH�DUHD��'HOLYHUHG�ZLWKLQ�
a design-build model, the County celebrated the ribbon-cutting of this new facility in August of 2022.

Pleasant Paws Pet Center                             Newtown, CT 
The 18,700 SF Pleasant Paws Pet Center provides all pet solutions under one roof for dogs, cats, 
birds, reptiles, and pocket pets. This two-storied facility incorporates veterinary and rehabilitative 
care, boarding and training areas, grooming services, and a pet retail component. Veterinary areas 
VSHFL¿FDOO\�VHUYH�WUHDWPHQWV�IRU�SRVW�RSHUDWLYH�RUWKRSHGLF�FDUH��WUDXPDWLF�LQMXULHV��DUWKULWLV��DQG�FDQLQH�
obesity. Indoor canine suites offer three different layouts complemented by outdoor yards.

Wrentham Animal Hospital               Wrentham, MA 
Wrentham Animal Hospital occupies a freestanding leasehold shell in a shopping complex. With rfa’s 
JXLGDQFH��WKH�VKHOO�ZDV�FXVWRP�PRGL¿HG�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�WKH�QHZ�LQWHULRU�DQLPDO�FDUH�IXQFWLRQV��7KLV�
4,864 SF start-up hospital contains six exam rooms, a pharmacy, and a diagnostic lab area that serves 
both the exam rooms and the central treatment area. The treatment area contains four treatment 
tables, one of which is a surgery prep table that serves a two-table surgery room. The hospital also 
FRQWDLQV�PHGLFDO�RI¿FHV�DQG�D�VWDII�ORXQJH��7KH�SURMHFW�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�EXLOW�LQ�SKDVHV�DV�WKH�
initial budget permitted, with Phase 2 items (primarily millwork) to be added later once the new hospital 
began to generate revenue.

Bristol Animal Shelter          Bristol, RI
The citizens of this seaside community voted for the building of a new animal shelter that embodied 
SURJUHVVLYH�KHDOWK\�DQLPDO�OLYLQJ��DQG�SHUWLQHQW�WR�VXFK�KRXVLQJ�DUH�FDQLQH�FRWWDJHV��¿UVW�GHYHORSHG�LQ�
the U.S. by rfa, that have become models for many of rfa’s animal shelter designs. These cottages are 
FRQ¿JXUHG�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKH�VFDOH��IRUP��WH[WXUHV��PDWHULDOV��DQG�QDWXUDO�OLJKW�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�D�FRPIRUWLQJ��
home-like environment. Other salient features include a client reception and waiting area, interactive 
FRUULGRU��DGRSWLRQ�VWUD\�TXDUDQWLQH�GRJ�KRXVLQJ�ZLWK�LQGRRU�DQG�RXWGRRU�UXQV��LVRODWLRQ�GRJ�KRXVLQJ�
ZLWK�D�WUHDWPHQW�DUHD��D�FRPPXQDO�NLWWHQ�SOD\�URRP��DQ�DQLPDO�FRQWURO�RI¿FH��D�VWUD\�FDW�ZDUG��DQ�
isolation cat ward, and a humane education and multipurpose room.

Heather M. Bowers                        Electrical Engineer 
FULL TIME                           Winchester, VA
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St. Mary’s County Animal Shelter | California, MD 
In 2017, rfa was retained to conduct a feasibility study for St. 
Mary’s County with respect to animal welfare and sheltering, 
beginning with an analysis of the neighboring Tri-County 
Animal Shelter in Hughesville. From this study came the 
decision to build a new 12,800 SF animal shelter dedicated to 
6W��0DU\¶V�&RXQW\�ZLWK�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�.���XQLW�DQG�DQ�HTXLQH�
stable area. Delivered as a design-build, the ribbon-cutting of 
this new facility was celebrated in August of 2022.

SERVICES PROVIDED: Feasibility Study, Programming, 
Schematic Design, Design Development, Construction 
Documents, Bidding, Construction Administration

PROJECTED COMPLETION DATE: March 2022

ACTUAL COMPLETION DATE: August 2022

PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION COST: $6.64 million

ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION COST: $7.78 million

 (CHANGE ORDERS = 3%)
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Bristol Animal Shelter |  Bristol, RI
The citizens of the seaside community of Bristol, RI voted 
that their tax dollars should be spent on the building of a new 
animal shelter that embodied progressive healthy animal 
OLYLQJ�� 3HUWLQHQW� WR� VXFK� KRXVLQJ� DUH� FDQLQH� FRWWDJHV�� ¿UVW�
developed in the U.S. by rfa, which have become models 
for many of rfa’s animal shelter designs. This concept entails 
housing dogs in home-like cottages rather than traditional 
linear models commonly found in most animal shelters. These 
FRWWDJHV�DUH�FRQ¿JXUHG�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKH�VFDOH��IRUP��WH[WXUHV��
materials, and natural light indicative of being at home. 

Other salient features include a client reception and waiting 
DUHD�� LQWHUDFWLYH� FRUULGRU�� DGRSWLRQ�VWUD\�TXDUDQWLQH� GRJ�
housing with indoor and outdoor runs, isolation dog housing 
with a treatment area, a communal kitten play room, an animal 
FRQWURO�RI¿FH��D�VWUD\�FDW�ZDUG��DQ�LVRODWLRQ�FDW�ZDUG��DQG�D�
humane education and multipurpose room.

SERVICES PROVIDED: Programming, Schematic Design, 
Design Development, Construction Documents, Bidding, 
Construction Administration

PROJECTED COMPLETION DATE: January 2014

ACTUAL COMPLETION DATE: October 2014

PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION COST: $2.15 million

ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION COST: $2.15 million

 (CHANGE ORDERS = 0%)
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Pleasant Paws Pet Center | Newtown, CT 
The 18,700 SF Pleasant Paws Pet Center provides all pet 
solutions under one roof for dogs, cats, birds, reptiles, and 
pocket pets. This two-storied facility incorporates veterinary 
and rehabilitative care, boarding and training areas, grooming 
services, and a pet retail component. Veterinary areas serve 
treatments for post-operative orthopedic care, traumatic 
injuries, arthritis, and canine obesity. Indoor canine suites 
offer three different layouts complemented by outdoor yards.

SERVICES PROVIDED: Programming, Schematic Design, 
Design Development, Construction Documents, Bidding, 
Construction Administration

PROJECTED COMPLETION DATE: June 2020

ACTUAL COMPLETION DATE: November 2020

PROJECTED CONSTRUCTION COST: $4.98 million

ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION COST: $5.01 million

 (CHANGE ORDERS = 0.6%)



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

Weston Dog Park | Weston, CT
The design of this dog park for the Town of Weston is 
sited on an undeveloped parcel also incorporates a new 
driveway, a parking lot, public pathways, and secure fenced 
areas. For this project, McChord Engineering Associates, 
Inc. provided all site engineering services, including 
FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�7RZQ�RI¿FLDOV��WKH�OD\RXW�DQG�SUR¿OH�RI�WKH�
new driveway, the parking layout, stormwater management 
design, site grading, considerations for erosion control, 
permitting assistance, the creation of presentations to local 
commissions, and construction estimation.

6FRÀHOG�<DUG�| Stamford, CT
$V� SDUW� RI� D� ODQG¿OO�FDSSLQJ� SURMHFW�� WKH� &LW\� RI� 6WDPIRUG�
DLPHG�WR�UHSODFH�LWV����\HDU�ROG�VDOW�GRPH��$IWHU�¿UVW�SXUVXLQJ�
a prefabricated structure, DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. 
proposed an attractive interconnected farm building design 
compatible with nearby residential architecture. The salt shed 
was made narrower and longer to accept an arched roof and 
emulates a dairy barn with adjacent gabled roof spaces for 
WKH� ¿HOG� RI¿FH� DQG� HTXLSPHQW� ED\V�� 7KH� EDUQ� ZDV� JLYHQ�
diamond-shaped shingles and horizontal siding, contrasting 
with the building’s architectural shingles and vertical siding 
Space was also allocated for a plow driver break area.

Pleasant Paws Pet Center | Newtown, CT
The 18,700 SF Pleasant Paws Pet Center provides all pet 
solutions under one roof for dogs, cats, birds, reptiles, and 
pocket pets. This two-storied facility incorporates veterinary 
and rehabilitative care, boarding and training areas, grooming 
services, and a pet retail component. Veterinary areas serve 
treatments for post-operative orthopedic care, traumatic 
injuries, arthritis, and canine obesity. Indoor canine suites 
offer three different layouts complemented by outdoor yards.

Owner/Client: City of Stamford
Structural Engineer: DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc.

Owner: Town of Weston
Civil Engineer: McChord Engineering Associates, Inc.

Owner: Rakesh “Rock” Vali, DVM
MEP Engineer: Comfort, Design, Inc.
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$V�H[HPSOL¿HG�E\�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�GLVSOD\�RI�UHOHYDQW�SURMHFW�H[SHULHQFH��rfa�HQVXUHV�WKDW�RQO\�WKH�PRVW�DSSURSULDWHO\�TXDOL¿HG�DQG�
experienced personnel has been assigned to this project for the City of Stamford. Furthermore, with a robust staff consisting of 15 
SURIHVVLRQDO�IXOO�WLPH�HPSOR\HHV�DFURVV�ERWK�(DVW�DQG�:HVW�&RDVW�RI¿FHV��WKH�¿UP�UHWDLQV�VXI¿FLHQW�UHVRXUFHV�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�
VXSSRUW�WR�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�FRQWLQXLW\�IRU�WKLV�SURMHFW�DQG�LWV�GHVLJQDWHG�VFKHGXOH��6WDI¿QJ�QXPEHUV�DV�WKH\�UHODWH�WR�HDFK�FRQVXOWDQW¶V�
company workforce is as follows:

 • McChord Engineering Associates, Inc.: four (4) professional/full-time employees
 • DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc.: seven (7) professional/full-time employees
 • Comfort Design, Inc.: six (6) professional/full-time employees

,QGHHG��WKURXJK�WKH�VXEPLVVLRQ�RI�WKLV�SURSRVDO��WKLV�WHDP�FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�LW�SRVVHVVHV�WKH�FDSDELOLW\�DQG�DYDLODELOLW\�WR�GHOLYHU�XSRQ�WKH�
SACC project.
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2021 FINANCIAL REPORT
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Banking References

/,9(�2$.�%$1.

Brei Silvia
Vice President, 
Business Lending
(910) 839-8825 x1087
Brei.Silvia@liveoak.bank

CITIZENS

Michael J. Parenti
Branch Manager
(617) 247-0782

CITIZENS

Stephen C. Olsen
/RDQ�2I¿FHU
(617) 725-5657
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QUINCY ANIMAL SHELTER

Lisa Aimola
Director of Communications
City of Quincy
(617) 376-1000

PLEASANT PAWS PET CENTER

Rakesh “Rock” Vali, DVM
Owner
(203) 426-8585

BRISTOL ANIMAL SHELTER

Diane Williamson
Director of Community Development
Town of Bristol
(401) 253-7000 x126
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APPENDIX A: CONSENSUS BUILDING

(YHU\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�KDV�D�XQLTXH�VHW�RI�VWDNHKROGHUV�DQG�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�ZLWK�YDU\LQJ�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�DJHQGDV��.HHSLQJ�
stakeholders informed, providing means for involvement, and managing expectations are three factors critical to positive 
group participation. Having worked with many animal care organizations during the last three decades, rfa has developed 
a few simple recommendations to streamline the process: (1) identify a leader/ultimate decision maker, (2) organize a small 
number of individual representatives from key stakeholder groups [Department Heads, Management, Municipal Oversight, 
Advocacy Group(s), Volunteers, etc.] to engage in the process, and (3) formulate a plan of when/how each group will be 
engaged and share responsibility for decisions.
  
Consensus building starts at the inception of every project with the Programming Workshop. In this face-to-face meeting 
(or series of meetings), all key stakeholders are encouraged to share their input in developing project objectives. The 
project begins to take shape through discussion, notation, sketching, and review of many relevant examples. Every goal 
and objective is discussed, ideas are tested, alternatives are explored, and outcomes are meticulously noted in the ensuing 
Project Program. Once issued, the Project Program is reviewed by relevant stakeholders, adjusted as needed, and, 
ultimately approved as the basis for moving forward in the development of the project. 

$�FROODERUDWLYH�GHVLJQ�LV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�GHYHORSHG�DQG�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�IRUPDWV��3ODQV��5HQGHULQJV��PDWHULDO�VDPSOHV��EXGJHWV��
etc.) that can be easily understood by all, so that prudent, informed, and thoughtful decisions can be made within an 
appropriate time frame. Feedback from the stakeholders is meticulously recorded and documented, and adjustments to the 
GHVLJQ�DUH�PDGH�DV�QHHGHG�XQWLO�FRQVHQVXV�LV�UHDFKHG�DQG�D�¿QDO�GHVLJQ�LV�DSSURYHG�

/DWHU�SURMHFW�SKDVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WHFKQLFDO�GHWDLOLQJ�DQG�VSHFL¿FDWLRQV��VFKHGXOLQJ��ELGGLQJ��DQG�FRQWUDFWRU�
selection, follow similar patterns of collaboration but generally involve smaller, more focused groups. Ultimately, every phase 
of the project will be developed, reviewed, and approved in a process that is carefully designed to involve the collaboration 
of all key stakeholders and build consensus.
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$33(1',;�%��/2:�675(66�$1,0$/�:(/)$5(�'(6,*1
0LQLPL]LQJ�VWUHVV�DQG�DQ[LHW\�OHYHOV�LQ�DQLPDO�VKHOWHU�IDFLOLWLHV�EHQH¿WV�WKH�DQLPDOV��VWDII��YROXQWHHUV��DQG�WKH�SXEOLF��rfa 
KDV�IRXQG�WKDW�WZR�GHVLJQ�PHDVXUHV�LQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�VWUHVV�UHGXFWLRQ������VHSDUDWLQJ�DQLPDO�VSHFLHV�ZLWKRXW�
VDFUL¿FLQJ�RSHQQHVV�DQG�HI¿FLHQF\�DQG�����WDLORULQJ�HQYLURQPHQWV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�GLVSRVLWLRQ�DQG�EHKDYLRU�RI�VSHFL¿F�
species. Shelter size, species served, and services offered by the shelter will affect which strategies are utilized. 

A few of the many examples of this type of design include the following:

� ��VHSDUDWH�GRJ�DQG�FDW�ZDLWLQJ�DUHDV��DQG��LI�SRVVLEOH��HQWU\�H[LW�ÀRZ
 • provision of an exterior dog yard/canine relief area
 • small, isolated seating niches for less social animals
 • eye-level cat carrier shelves behind cat waiting area seating 
� ��SURYLVLRQ�RI�YLVXDO�VWLPXOL�IRU�FDWV��VXFK�DV�DQ�DTXDULXP��
 • separate dog and cat exam/intake rooms
 • separate dog and cat treatment areas
 • separate dog and cat housing wards

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DGHTXDWH�QRLVH�FRQWURO�DQG�]RQLQJ�RI�YHQWLODWLRQ�V\VWHPV�LV�D�FULWLFDO�HOHPHQW�RI�ORZ�VWUHVV�DQLPDO�ZHOIDUH�
design that rfa provides.

VCA Irvine University Park Animal Hospital
Irvine, CA

OC Animal Care
Tustin, CA
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Every rfa project for nearly a decade has been developed using Autodesk Revit, a sophisticated Building Information 
0RGHOLQJ��%,0��VRIWZDUH��7KH�¿UP�FRQWLQXDOO\�HYDOXDWHV�DQG�OHYHUDJHV�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�WKLV�SRZHUIXO�WRRO�WR�LPSURYH�SURMHFW�
delivery and save clients time and money. All design team members are highly experienced in its use, which provides clients 
ZLWK���'�YLVXDOL]DWLRQV�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�HYDOXDWH�SRWHQWLDO�FRQFHSWV�GXULQJ�GHVLJQ�DQG�WKH�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�VWUXFWXUH��HTXLSPHQW��
and mechanical systems during the development of the Construction Documents. During construction, BIM models foster:

• better scheduling of trades and materials with fewer changes during construction
• LQIRUPHG�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�EDVHG�RQ�KLJK�TXDOLW\����DQG���'�LQIRUPDWLRQ
• improved communication between all team members
• streamlined LEED accreditation and future facility management

During the recent development of a large animal care facility project in New Jersey, rfa worked with structural engineers 
WR�VKDSH�WKH�H[SRVHG�VWUXFWXUDO�VWHHO�WXEH�IUDPH�LQ�D�GUDPDWLF��GRXEOH�KHLJKW�ZDLWLQJ�DUHD��$IWHU�LGHQWLI\LQJ�WKH�VSHFL¿F�
relationships of the frame components, it was determined that some of the bracing elements were not desirable to express 
in the space, and rfa worked with the engineers to offset them into the wall construction. After further evaluation, rfa 
GHWHUPLQHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRVW�VDYLQJV�LI�WKH�IUDPLQJ�ZDV�FKDQJHG�WR�VWDQGDUG�VWHHO�VHFWLRQV�ZLWK�EROWHG�
connections above a certain height.

3DFL¿F�$QLPDO�+RVSLWDO
Oceanside, CA

APPENDIX C: BIM PROJECT DEVELOPMENT (PROPOSED VALUE ADDED)
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    Below is a list of in-process rfa projects, indicatinJ�WRWDO�FXUUHQW�ZRUNORDG�IRU�WKH�¿UP�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�SURSRVDO�VXEPLVVLRQ�

PROJECT LOCATION SCOPE SIZE (SF) PHASE (% COMPLETION) STAFFING
NextVet Wellness &

Urgent Care
Cambridge, 

MA Renovation 4,000 Schematic Design (25%) WF = 8%
N.A. = 92%

Pet Alliance of
Greater Orlando Orlando, FL New Construction 26,600 Schematic Design (25%) EN = 5%

N.A. = 95%
Westside

Veterinary Center New York, NY Renovation 8,200 Programming (50%) WF = 5%
N.A. = 95%

Apex Veterinary
Emergency & Specialty Bethesda, MD Renovation 20,100 Bidding (75%)

WF = 5%
GS = 8%

N.A. = 87%

Silverthorne
Veterinary Hospital

Silverthorne, 
CO New Construction 12,200 Construction Documents (95%)

EN = 3%
CG = 2%

N.A. = 95%

Veterinary Sepcialists 
of South Florida Davie, FL Renovation 6,400 Construction Documents (50%)

WF = 2%
EN = 5%

N.A. = 93%
Red Barn

Animal Hospital Westwood, MA Renovation 5,900 Schematic Design (100%) N.A. = 100%

Yarmouth
Veterinary Center Yarmouth, ME New Construction 14,700 Construction Documents (50%)

EN = 2%
JH = 5%

N.A. = 93%
Nexus

Veterinary Specialists Baltimore, MD Renovation 22,800 Construction Documents (85%) EN = 5%
N.A. = 95%

Lange
Veterinary Hospital Sherman, TX New Construction 11,000 Contract Negotiations (95%)

WF = 3%
GS = 5%

N.A. = 92%
Bideawee Manhattan

Operations Center New York, NY Renovation 7,700 Construction Administration (80%) EN = 5%
N.A. = 95%

Quincy Animal Shelter Quincy, MA New Construction 13,800 Bidding (90%)

WF = 3%
EN = 5%
JH = 5%

GS = 10%
N.A. = 77%

APPENDIX D: CURRENT rfa STAFFING COMMITMENTS
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Pleasant Paws Pet Center
Newtown, CT

FINANCIAL 
SUPPLEMENT





APPENDIX "A" 

FEE PROPOSAL FORM 
FOR 

ANIMAL CONTROL CENTER, RFP #885 
 

Hourly rates for project representation and Additional Services beyond those listed on the previous page shall be 
computed as follows per employee classification. 

 
Principal Time              @    $230.00 per Hour 
Associate Time              @    $220.00 per Hour 
Project Manager Time              @    $190.00 per Hour 
Technical Drafter Time             @    $160.00 per Hour 
Administrative Time              @    $110.00 per Hour 
Engineering or Consultant Time @    1.2 x Direct Expense 
Principal Consultation Time  @    $300.00 per Hour (for consultation not related to this project) 
Color Perspective Renderings  @    $1,800 per Rendering 
 
 
 
The proposed estimated costs and fees included in this price proposal will remain firm throughout the development of 
the new Animal Control Center project for the City of Stamford. 
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October 4, 2022 
 
 
Eric Nelson, AIA, Associate 
Rauhaus Freedenfeld & Associates 
97 Broadway 
Boston, MA 02116 
 
Re: City of Stamford Animal Control Center - 201 Magee Avenue, Stamford, CT 
 
Dear Eric, 
 
I am pleased to furnish Rauhaus Freedenfeld & Associates (client) with a fee proposal for structural 
engineering services in connection with the City of Stamford Animal Control Center (project).  The project 
consists of a new 1 story building as shown on your plan, elevation, and renderings dated 4 Dec 2020.  The 
building will not be located in a flood zone. 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Schematic Design Phase 
x Establish structural design criteria. 
x Selection of structural system including the evaluation of alternative systems. 
x Preparation of Schematic structural drawings. 
x Preparation of a soil boring location drawing. 
x Attend virtual meetings with the client. 

Design Development Phase 
x Geotechnical evaluation of soil boring results and selection of foundation system. 
x Preparation of Design Development structural drawings.  Drawings will be prepared using 

Revit. 
x Attend virtual meetings with the client. 

Construction Document Phase 
x Perform structural analysis and design calculations of the structural framing and foundation. 
x Preparation of structural working drawings. Drawings will be prepared using Revit.  
x Preparation of structural specifications. 
x Preparation of the Statement of Special Inspection form. 
x Attend virtual meetings with the client. 

http://www.dcstructural.com/
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Construction Phase 
x Prepare structural Addenda and clarifications if required. 
x Review of structural shop drawings and other structural submittals. Review shall be for general 

compliance with the structural contract documents. 
x Review any Change Orders relating to the structural work. 
x Up to 5 site visits are included in the base fee. Additional site visits will be billed as an 

additional service.  Site visits shall be made at intervals appropriate to the stage of 
construction to observe and become generally familiar with the quality and the progress of the 
construction of the foundation and structural frame.  Site visits are not to be construed as 
exhaustive or continuous inspection of the work. 

Special Inspection Services (optional) 
x Perform inspection of structural elements. 
x Prepare inspection reports and interim reports.  
x Review of reports from testing agencies. 
x Preparation of Final Report of Special Inspections. 
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FEES and PAYMENTS 

 

The fee for these services shall be a lump sum of $35,000.00 (Thirty-Five Thousand dollars).   

Progress payments for basic services in each phase shall total the following percentages of the total fee: 

Schematic Design 15% 
Design Development 25% 
Construction Documents 45% 
Construction Phase 15% 

 

Special Inspection services and any additional services shall be charged based on actual accrued time in 
accordance with our standard hourly rate schedule.  Our current standard hourly rate schedule is as follows: 

James B. DeStefano, P.E., AIA  $210.00 / hour  
Kevin H. Chamberlain, P.E. 
Joe Gencarelli, P.E. 

$210.00 / hour 
$190.00 / hour 

Associate 
Engineer 

$150.00 / hour 
$130.00 / hour 

Technician $100.00 / hour 
  

The above hourly rates are subject to change at the beginning of each calendar year. 

Reimbursable expenses such as overnight deliveries, cost of reproductions, travel expenses, mileage, and any 
other reasonable disbursements in connection with the project shall be billed at a multiple of 1.0 times the 
expense incurred. 

Invoices for engineering services shall be submitted either upon completion of each phase of services or on a 
monthly basis. Invoices shall be payable when rendered and shall be considered PAST DUE if not paid within 30 
days after the invoice date. 

In the event that any portion of an account remains unpaid 30 days after billing, DeStefano & Chamberlain 
may, without waiving any claim or rights, and without liability, suspend or terminate the performance of all 
services. 

In the event that any portion of an account remains unpaid 90 days after billing, the client shall pay all costs of 
ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŽŶ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶĂďůĞ�ĂƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ͛Ɛ�ĨĞĞƐ͘ 

Payment of fees is expressly not conditioned upon the Client receiving any payment from third parties who are 
not a party to this agreement. 
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TERMS and CONDITIONS 

 

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Connecticut. 

The Architect shall be responsible for determining and interpreting the needs of the Owner, and for coordinating the work of the 
design team. 

�Ğ^ƚĞĨĂŶŽ�Θ��ŚĂŵďĞƌůĂŝŶ�/ŶĐ͘�ǁŝůů�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ůŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ͕�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ůŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ͛Ɛ�
compensation insurance. The client agrees to also maintain such insurance coverage.  

In recognition of the relative risks, rewards and benefits of the project to both the client and to DeStefano & Chamberlain Inc., 
the risks have been allocated such that the client agrees that to the fullest extent permitted by law, DeStefano & Chamberlain's 
total liability for any and all injuries, claims, losses, expenses, damages or claims expenses arising out of this Agreement, from 
any cause or causes, shall not exceed the total amount of $1,000,000.00. 

In the performance of the services delineated in this agreement, DeStefano & Chamberlain Inc. will rely upon the accuracy and 
completeness of information furnished by the Owner, Architect, and by other consultants such as surveys, weights and locations 
of non-structural components and equipment, mechanical openings, building dimensions, and soil boring logs. 

DeStefano & Chamberlain Inc. has no control over and assumes no responsibility for construction site safety nor the Contractor's 
means and methods of construction. 

The client acknowledges that change orders are an ordinary and expected occurrence on construction projects. Change orders 
may be due to design changes, unforeseen field conditions or inconsistencies and oversights in the drawings and specifications. 
DeStefano & Chamberlain Inc. will endeavor to minimize the potential for change orders, but it is anticipated that some change 
orders are inevitable. The owner should budget a contingency to cover the cost of change orders for the project. DeStefano & 
Chamberlain Inc. will not be responsible for the cost of any change orders. 

All documents produced under this agreement, such as drawings, specifications, or computer files, shall remain the property of 
DeStefano & Chamberlain Inc. and may not be altered or used for any other project without written consent. 

This Agreement may be terminated upon 10 days written notice by either party should the other fail to perform its obligations 
hereunder.  In the event of termination, DeStefano & Chamberlain Inc. shall be paid for all services rendered to the date of 
termination. 

All claims, counterclaims, disputes and other matters in question between the parties hereto arising out of or relating to this 
Agreement or breach thereof will be presented to non-binding mediation, subject to the parties agreeing to a mediator. 

The services performed by DeStefano & Chamberlain Inc. pursuant to this Agreement are solely for the benefit of the client and 
are not intended to benefit any other person or entity.  To the extent that any other person or entity is benefited by the services 
performed, such benefit is purely incidental and such other person or entity shall not be deemed a third party beneficiary to this 
agreement. DeStefano & Chamberlain, Inc. shall not owe any fiduciary responsibility to the client, owner or any other party. 

DeStefano & Chamberlain Inc. shall have no responsibility for the discovery, handling, removal, or disposal of hazardous 
materials, including but not limited to, asbestos, lead paint, mold, or contaminated soil.
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This proposal shall be void if not accepted within 90 days. 

If this Agreement is acceptable to you, please sign a copy and return it to us. Retain a copy for your records. 
We will begin services upon receipt of a signed Agreement. 

We look forward to the opportunity to be of service to you on this project. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kevin H. Chamberlain, P.E. 
CEO 
 

Accepted by: ____________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

 



 Comfort Design, Inc. 
 Mechanical & Electrical Engineers 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

620 Pennsylvania Ave.                                                                   Voice: (540) 665-2846 
Winchester, VA  22604                                                                     Fax: (540) 665-0038 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN CLIENT AND ENGINEER 
FOR  

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
 

THIS IS AN AGREEMENT made October 03, 2022 and effective within 90 days of date signed 
between 
 

Rauhaus Freedenfeld & Associates (Client) 
Warren Freedenfeld 
97 Broadway 
Boston, MA 02116 
 

And 
 

Comfort Design, Inc. (Engineer) 
Joshua L. Catlett, P.E. 
620 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Winchester, VA 22601 
 

Client's Project, of which Engineer's services under this Agreement are a part, is generally 
identified as follows: 
 

Stamford Animal Shelter 
111 Harbor View Avenue 
Stamford, MA  
 

(QJLQHHU¶V�6HUYLFHV�XQGHU�WKLV�$JUHHPHQW�DUH�LGHQWLILHG�DV�IROORZV� 
 

MEP/FP Construction Permit Documents: 
Mechanical HVAC Construction Permit Documents     = $    8,000.00 
Electrical Construction Permit Documents      = $    7,500.00 
Plumbing Systems Construction Permit Documents     = $    7,000.00 
Fire Protection Bid/Permit Documents      = $    6,000.00 
MEP Written Specifications, clerical support, and misc. expenses         = $    3,000.00 
Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, & Fire Protection Fee for Documents   = $  31,500.00 
 
MEP Onsite Meetings ($ 1,500.00 per meeting / 9 total)    = $  13,500.00 
 

MEP/FP Engineering Construction Support: 
Mechanical HVAC Construction Support       = $    1,500.00 
Electrical Construction Support       = $    1,500.00 
Plumbing Constuction Support       = $    1,500.00 
Fire Protection Construction Support       = $    1,000.00 
Clerical support, shipping expenses for documents                                 = $       500.00 
Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, & Fire Protection Engineers Support       = $    6,000.00 
 
Total MEP/FP Fee for Stamford Animal Shelter      = $ 51,000.00 
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Client and Engineer further agree as follows: 
 
1.01 Basic Agreement and Period of Service 

A. Engineer shall provide, or cause to be provided, the services set forth in this Agreement. If 
authorized by Client, or if required because of changes in the Project, Engineer shall furnish 
services in addition to those set forth above. Client shall pay Engineer for its services as set 
forth in Paragraph 7.01. 

B. Engineer shall complete its services within a reasonable time, or within the following specific 
time period:                     N/A                                

2.01 MEP Agreement Conditions 

A. Client shDOO�SURYLGH�DQ�³approved´�IORRU��UHIOHFWHG�FHLOLQJ�SODQ��HTXLSPHQW�OLVW�	�SODQ, and 
site plan (CAD format) for use. Any major floor plan revisions, modifications, and/or 
changes shall be subject Paragraph 7.01 ± Additional Services. 

B. MEP/FP documents are limited to the footprint of the building and do not include site 
utility (water, sewer, gas, electric, telephone, cable) design. Agreement is based upon the 
Civil Engineer identifying location of existing utilities, coordinating with utility companies 
for location and routing of new utilities, and identifying the point of connection of site 
utilities to the footprint of the building. MEP documents will identify the capacity and 
ratings of services required by the building. 

C. Mechanical documents shall provide the following:  HVAC systems design with 
conventional split system equipment, building exhaust & ventilation. 

D. Electrical documents shall provide the following: building power plan with emergency 
generator back-up power, building lighting (reflected ceiling plan by architect) plan, 
building low voltage plan, & fire alarm plan.   

E. Plumbing documents shall provide the following: building sanitary, building domestic 
water, building gas piping, medical gas piping, sanitary riser, & gas riser. 

F. Fire Protection documents shall provide the following: sprinkler piping plan, riser 
diagrams, sprinkler site plan, and hydraulic calculations.   

G. The construction documents for low volage will show industry standard outlet locations, 
dedicated outlet locations to the extent they are identified by others, and description of 
raceway requirements. 

H.  Fire alarm requirements need to be defined in conjunction with the anticipated sprinkler 
system requirements. 

I. Fire Protection drawings are for permit/bid only. Not for construction, fire protection plans 
will need to be designed, coordinated, and permitted by installing contractor. 



 Comfort Design, Inc. 
 Mechanical & Electrical Engineers 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

620 Pennsylvania Ave.                                                                   Voice: (540) 665-2846 
Winchester, VA  22604                                                                     Fax: (540) 665-0038 

J. This agreement is based upon receipt of utility requirements for any specialized equipment, 
such as IT server room loads, source capture exhaust system, and/or any specialized 
appliance requirements. 

K.   The construction support consists of the following: response to bidder questions, request 
for information (RFI) responses, & submittal reviews.  Site visits & inspections, customer 
requested drawing changes beyond permit, design revisions from unforeseen site conditions 
are not included and will be subject to Paragraph 8.01. 

3.01 Payment Procedures 

A. Invoices: Engineer shall prepare invoices in accordance with its standard invoicing practices 
and submit the invoices to Client on a monthly basis. Invoices are due and payable within 30 
days of receipt.  

B.  Means of Payment: Payment PHWKRGV�DUH�GHVFULEHG�LQ�SDUDJUDSK������EHORZ��$W�WKH�FOLHQW¶V�
option, a purchase order may be established and requests for payment made against the 
FOLHQW¶V�SXUFKDVH�RUGHU�� 

C.  Non-Payment: If Client fails to make any payment due Engineer for services and expenses 
ZLWKLQ����GD\V�DIWHU�UHFHLSW�RI�(QJLQHHU¶V�LQYRLFH��WKH�(QJLQHHU�PD\�VXVSHQG�VHUYLFHV�XQGHU�
this Agreement until Engineer has been paid in full all amounts due for services, expenses, 
and other related charges. Client waives any and all claims against Engineer for any such 
suspension. After 90 days of receipt of invoices the amounts due Engineer will be increased 
at the rate of 1.5% per month (or the maximum rate of interest permitted by law, if less). 
Payments will be credited first to interest and then to principal. Failure to pay Engineer for 
its services is a substantial failure to perform and a basis for termination. The Engineer shall 
be entitled to additional payment of 25% of unpaid balances as reimbursement of collection 
fees or reasonabOH�DWWRUQH\¶V�IHHV� 

4.01 Termination 

A. For convenience, by Client effective up to (QJLQHHU¶V�UHFHLSW�RI�ZULWWHQ�notice from Client. 

B. In the event of any termination under Paragraph 4.01A, Engineer will be entitled to invoice 
Client and to receive full payment for all services performed or furnished in accordance with 
this Agreement and all reimbursable expenses incurred through the effective date of 
termination.  

C. 7KLV�DJUHHPHQW�ZLOO�EH�WHUPLQDWHG�LI�WKH�(QJLQHHU¶V�VHUYLFHV�GR�QRW�EHgin within the 90 day 
period from signed and dated agreement.  

D. This agreement offer, if unsigned, is only valid for 6 months from date agreement is made. 
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5.01 General Considerations 

A. The standard of care for all professional engineering and related services performed or 
furnished by Engineer under this Agreement will be the care and skill ordinarily used by 
members of the subject profession practicing under similar circumstances at the same time 
and in the same locality. Engineer makes no warranties, express or implied, under this 
Agreement or otherwise, beyond the standard of care defined above in connection with 
(QJLQHHU¶V�VHUYLFHV���6XEMHFW�WR�WKH�IRUHJRLQJ�VWDQGDUG�RI�FDUH��(QJLQHHU and its consultants 
may use or rely upon design elements and information ordinarily or customarily furnished 
by others, including, but not limited to, specialty contractors, manufacturers, suppliers, and 
the publishers of technical standards.  

B. All documents prepared or furnished by Engineer are instruments of service, and Engineer 
retains an ownership and property interest (including the copyright and the right of reuse) in 
such documents, whether or not the Project is completed.  Client shall have a limited license 
to use the documents on the Project, extensions of the Project, and for related uses of the 
Client, subject to receipt by Engineer of full payment for all services relating to preparation 
of the documents and subject to the following limitations:  (1) Client acknowledges that such 
documents are not intended or represented to be suitable for use on the Project unless 
completed by Engineer, or for use or reuse by Client or others on extensions of the Project, 
on any other project, or for any other use or purpose, without written verification or 
adaptation by Engineer;  (2) any such use or reuse, or any modification of the documents, 
without written verification, completion, or adaptation by Engineer, as appropriate for the 
specific purpose intended, will be at Client¶V�VROH�ULVN�DQG�ZLWKRXW�OLDELOLW\�RU�OHJDO�H[SRVXUH�
to Engineer or to its officers, directors, members, partners, agents, employees, and 
consultants; (3) Client shall indemnify and hold harmless Engineer and its officers, directors, 
members, partners, agents, employees, and consultants from all claims, damages, losses, and 
H[SHQVHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� DWWRUQH\V¶� IHHV�� DULVLQJ� RXW� RI� RU� UHVXOWLQJ� IURP� DQ\� XVH�� UHXVH�� RU�
modification of the documents without written verification, completion, or adaptation by 
Engineer; and (4) such limited license to Client shall not create any rights in third parties. 

6.01 Total Agreement 

A. This Agreement (including any expressly incorporated attachments), constitutes the entire 
agreement between Client and Engineer and supersedes all prior written or oral 
understandings. This Agreement may only be amended, supplemented, modified, or canceled 
by a duly executed written instrument. 

7.01 Payments 

A. Using the procedures set forth in Paragraph 3.01A, Client shall pay Engineer as follows: 

1. Total principle amount to be paid:  $ 51,000.00 

2. All payments shall be sent to the following address: 
Comfort Design Inc. 
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P.O. Box 3273 
Winchester, VA  22604 

B. The portion of the compensation amount billed monthly for Engineer's services will be based 
upon Engineer's estimate of the percentage of the total services actually completed during 
the billing period.  

8.01 Additional Services 

When authorized by the Client, additional services of the (QJLQHHU¶V�HPSOR\HHV�HQJDJHG�
directly on the Project shall be reimbursed by the Client.  The amount of reimbursement shall 
be HTXDO� WR� WKH� FXPXODWLYH� KRXUV� FKDUJHG� WR� WKH� 3URMHFW� E\� HDFK� FODVV� RI� (QJLQHHU¶V�
HPSOR\HH¶V times standard hourly rates for each applicable billing class; plus reimbursable 
expeQVHV�DQG�(QJLQHHU¶V�FRQVXOWDQW charges.  
 
The hourly engineering rates: 

Professional Mechanical/Plumbing/Electrical Engineer = $ 150.00 per hour 
Design Mechanical/Plumbing/Electrical Engineer   = $ 120.00 per hour 
Mechanical/Plumbing/Electrical Technician    = $   75.00 per hour 
Clerical Support       = $   50.00 per hour 

Additional Services may also be provided via a new or updated Agreement between Client and 
Engineer for Professional Services. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties here to have executed this Agreement, the Effective 
Date of which is indicated on page 2. 

CLIENT:  ENGINEER: 

By:        By:  
      

Title:        Title:               President/Prof. Mech. Engr. 

Date Signed:        Date Signed:             3 October 2022 
     

   
 



rauhaus freedenfeld & associates

REQUIRED 
DOCUMENTATION

The Seeing Eye
Morristown, NJ


















