Advisory #1992.2

.CITY OF STAMFORD

H88 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD
P.O. BOX 10152
STAMFORD, CT 06804-2152

July 8,1992
Repeesentative John F. Leydon, Jr.

Dear Reyresentative Leypden,

On June 13,1992 you wrate the Board and requested an advisory opinion. The statute goverring such

vequestsis Section 13(c)(1) of Ordinance 640 Supplemental. In addition o the data condained in pour ledter,

youtnet withthe Board on July 2, 1992, Yo have representedtous the following:

Yoo were elected to the Board of Representativesin Novernber of 1991, During the election process you
sobicited, i accordance withvarious city and state statutes, carnpaign contebutions. Sernetiie i 1992,
considerably after your election, the Zoning Boardissued a decisionin avnatter wolving the area known
as Ridgeway Center. Several partiestothe Zoning Board action have brought an appeal tothe Board of

Representatives. The appedl processis providedfor by city ordinance and or Chacter provision. You
hiave expressed tous your beel that atleast ane and possibly feur ndividuals who legally contrbuted
funds to your campaignnay have apersana and or financial interest in the apped beforz the Board of

Represertatives. Fucther these individoals may include long time personal friends. Ttis the Board's
understanding that you have vieither a financial noe personaliterestin the matter whichriow carmes
before your Board on sgpeal. Further you haverepreserted tows that thevnatter ivolves veal estate that

isnat situated withia the district you vepresent.

Youhave requested an advisory apinion as to whether you mayrepresent your district andvate on this
Tatter whent comestothe Boacd. The board also has considered your desice toparticipate inthe hearing

that a corarattee of the Beard of Represeatatives vall conduct as part of the agpedl process.

A5 eqpressed poun our mneeting of Julyp 2, the Board appreciates pour request and again ecpressesits

prefecence for dealing with suchvnatters on a peospective basis. As pronded by the statute, an advisocy
opinion is an absolute defense to an complaint or allegation that ane has violated the Code provided that

the represertations iade to the Board are accurate and cormplete.

The Boacdnotes that Section 9 of Ordinarce bd0peotabits the accegtance of certain gifts. However

Section 9(3) expressly permits the acceptance of “Political cantnbutions received in comigliance with law”.
Itis the opinion of the Board that the acceptance of the conteibutions described above wanldnot in and of

themselves preclude pou from participating i the matter described abave.



- Assetforthinthe Urdmance a wpy o this lclter 15 bmng filed wuh the Towra Cleck. In accordance
il youn equest yaur Wentityisbeng disclosed. -, ~
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