


S T A T E  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

2800 BERLIN TURNPIKE, P.O. BOX 317546

NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06131-7546

Phone: (860) 594-2139

 November 15, 2023

Honorable Caroline Simmons
Mayor
888 Washington Boulevard
Stamford, CT 06901
MayorsOffice@stamfordct.gov   

Dear Mayor Simmons:

Subject: Award Notice - 2023 Community Connectivity Grant
Belltown Neighborhood Connectivity and Safety Project

It is my pleasure to inform you that your application for the 2023 Community Connectivity 
Grant Program (CCGP) has been selected for funding. Congratulations on your Grant award, and 
many thanks for your effort to make Connecticut's roads safer and more accessible for vulnerable 
users. Funding for this Program was authorized by the Connecticut General Assembly and signed 
into law by Governor Ned Lamont. This round of awards was provided funding by the State Bond 
Commission on October 6, 2023, and will be administered by the Department of Transportation, 
Bureau of Policy & Planning, Office of Strategic Planning & Projects (Department). Please 
remember that this award is based on the project that was submitted in your application; therefore, 
to receive these funds, no other project can be substituted. Also, as a reminder, your municipality 
requested $ 800,000.00 dollars for this project, which is the maximum amount of construction 
funding available for this grant. 

I ask that you contact me no later than Friday, December 8, 2023 to confirm that your 
municipality wishes to accept the funding and proceed with the CCGP process. An e-mail 
response to the CCGP address CTDOT.CCGP@ct.gov  is preferred. If no response is received, 
your award may be reallocated to another municipality.

It is also important to designate a Municipal point of contact (including their Title, 
telephone number and e-mail address) when you send in your confirmation so that we can 
communicate with this person as we advance in the project administration.

There are several steps that need to be taken by both the Department and your 
municipality, prior to the distribution of funds. Please do not proceed with any grant-funded 
(construction) work until all contracting items have been fully executed. Steps include the 
following:

• The Department will assign a Project Manager and Issue a Commitment to Fund Letter 
(CFL) which must be signed and returned to the Department.
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• The Department will perform an environmental screening to assist the municipality in 
achieving compliance with the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA) and 
identify items relative to natural resources, historic/archaeological resources, Flood 
Management and Regulated Contaminated Materials requirements, etc. that are to be 
investigated and/or addressed during the design phase. Please note that the 
Municipality is responsible for obtaining all applicable permits and providing all 
information and/or analyses that may be needed for a specific permit. 

• The municipality is responsible for developing a project design and submitting a Final 
Design Package for the Department for review. Requirements for the Final Design 
Package can be found in section 2.2 of the CCGP Program Guidelines located on our 
website: CCGP_Program-Guidelines-V0301_March-2023-w-Appendix.pdf (ct.gov) 

• The Department, upon approval of the final design package, will authorize the 
Municipality to advertise the project for construction bids.

• The Municipality, following the opening of the bids, will submit a recommendation for 
award to the Department.

• The Department, upon receipt of the recommendation for award, will forward, for 
signature by the Municipality, a Project Authorization Letter (PAL) pursuant to the 
executed Master Municipal Agreement for Construction Projects. The PAL will serve as 
the project agreement between the State and the Municipality for the construction 
phase and will specify the approved grant amount, as well as identify any other 
requirements such as maintenance of project-specific features, etc. The PAL will also 
trigger the in-full grant payment to the Municipality.

Please take note: 

• Grant funds may only be used for construction activities, as outlined in the CCGP 
Program Guidelines.

• All construction phase costs above the allocated grant amount are the sole 
responsibility of the municipality.

Congratulations again, and we look forward to hearing from you soon.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact David Elder at 860-594-2139, 
or via email at David.Elder@ct.gov.

Very truly yours,

Kevin Carifa
Transportation Planning Director
Bureau of Policy & Planning








