
From: Knights of Columbus #41 <grandknight41@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, January 28, 2024 7:34 PM 
To: AT&T Ma!l Service <oceanvu222@sbcglobal.net>; Capp, Lesley <LCapp@StamfordCT.gov> 
Subject: Re: ZB Application #223-45- AYR Wellness Inc., 417 Shippan Ave. 
 
Hi Al, 
 
I sent the news article to all members and I informed Father Peter at Star of the Sea.  Everyone needs to be 
informed to appear with facts for the Zoom presentation on Tuesday night. 
 
Regards, 
Vito Quivelli  
Grand Knight  
Saint Augustin, Council 41 
Stamford, CT 06902 
 
Grandknight41@gmail   
 
 
Get Outlook for Android 

 
From: AT&T Ma!l Service <oceanvu222@sbcglobal.net> 
Sent: Sunday, January 28, 2024 5:05:54 PM 
To: lcapp@stamfordct.gov <lcapp@stamfordct.gov> 
Subject: ZB Application #223-45- AYR Wellness Inc., 417 Shippan Ave.  
  

Dear Members of the Planning Board, 
 
I am a member of the Knights of Columbus and a resident of Shippan Point.  My family and I are 
opposed to the above application.  Our Community Center at the Knights of Columbus holds 
many events for families and children weekly. 
 
The Cannabis Industry is trying to invade all neighborhoods and we do not want them at 417 
Shippan Ave. Stamford, CT. Customers of the Cannabis Industry have several locations in 
Stamford and do not need another one. 
 
Some of the people who are customers of these locations are of Questionable character.  Let 
me ask all of you, would you want another Cannabis Location in your neighborhoods?  Enough 
said.   
 
Al Koproski & Family 
222 Ocean Drive East 
  

https://aka.ms/AAb9ysg


From: Michael Molgano <mike_molgano@att.net>  
Sent: Sunday, January 28, 2024 8:43 PM 
To: Capp, Lesley <LCapp@StamfordCT.gov> 
Subject: ZB APPLICATION #223-45 - AYR WELLNESS, INC. - 417 SHIPPAN AVENUE 
 
Dear Chair Theresa Dell, Vice-Chair Jay Tepper, Board Members Michael Buccino, Jennifer Godzeno, 
Michael A. Totilo, and Alternates William M. Levin and Stephen Perry: 
 

I am writing to strongly urge the Planning Board oppose ZB APPLICATION #223-45 - AYR WELLNESS, 
INC. - 417 SHIPPAN AVENUE, referred to the Board by the Zoning Board. This pertains to the request 
for a special permit to operate a hybrid cannabis retail facility servicing both medical patients and adult-
use consumers at 417 Shippan Avenue. 
 

Besides the obvious elephant in the room: the Federal Government maintaining cannabis to be classified 
as a Schedule I substance and the American Bar Association clearly stating, “Arguably, a lawyer advising 
a cannabis company is advising the violation of law and breaking the professional oath they took upon 
being sworn into the Bar,”1 my concern is how this location could ever have been proposed from the 
onset. 
 

The proposed location of 417 Shippan Avenue is in very close proximity to several recreational facilities 
used by children, including Cummings Beach, softball and Little League fields and soccer fields. It is 
virtually right next door to the Knights of Columbus, who frequently hold events for children. 
 

The Center for Disease Control and Prevention reports2: 

• 3 in 10 people who use marijuana have marijuana use disorder. 

• People who have marijuana use disorder may also be at a higher risk of other negative consequences, 
such as problems with attention, memory, and learning. 

• Marijuana use directly affects brain function - specifically the parts of the brain responsible for memory, 
learning, attention, decision-making, coordination, emotions, and reaction time. 

• Recent marijuana use (defined as within 24 hours) in youth and adults has an immediate impact on 
thinking, attention, memory, coordination, movement, and time perception. 

• Marijuana affects brain development. 

• Smoked marijuana delivers THC and other cannabinoids to the body, but it also delivers harmful 
substances, including many of the same toxins and carcinogens (cancer-causing chemicals) found in 
tobacco smoke. 

 

These are just a few of the many health effects of marijuana. 
 

It is quite evident the negatives to using marijuana far outweigh the positives, but sadly, the enticement 
to revenue prevailed over whatever little commonsense remains in Hartford. 
 

If it is Stamford’s intent to establish cannabis retail facilities throughout the City, they should never be 
located anywhere near where children live, play or recreate. If anything, 417 Shippan Avenue and its 
surroundings should be declared a DRUG FREE ZONE. 
 

Sincerely, 
Michael L. Molgano 
10 Hazelwood Lane 
Stamford, CT 06905 
  
1Kellogg, A, Anderson, C, Michiels, M. (2022, March 21). A Cannabis Conflict of Law: Federal vs. State Law. 
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/business_law/resources/business-law-today/2022-april/a-cannabis-conflict-
of-law-federal-vs-state-law/ 
 

2CDC (2021, June 2). Health Effects of Marijuana. https://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/health-effects/index.html 

 
  

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/business_law/resources/business-law-today/2022-april/a-cannabis-conflict-of-law-federal-vs-state-law/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/business_law/resources/business-law-today/2022-april/a-cannabis-conflict-of-law-federal-vs-state-law/
https://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/health-effects/index.html


From: Sarah Black <sarahoblack@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 5:17 PM 
To: Capp, Lesley <LCapp@StamfordCT.gov> 
Subject: Ayr Wellness at 417 Shippan Avenue 
 
To Whom it May Concern- 
 
I would like to express my deep concern about the cannabis retail facility proposed for 417 
Shippan Ave.  I think this is a terrible place for this type of facility very close to the beaches 
where children and the community gathers. Adult users will make their purchases at this retail 
facility and then go smoke at the beaches. The beaches and parks will smell of weed, which will 
affect others enjoyment at the parks. Stamford does not need to bring this to our community. It 
is only bring adult users of cannabis down into our community. Cannabis is just a gateway drug 
that will only bring harder drug use to our area.   
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
Best, 
Sarah Black  
 

  





 
  



 
 

  



From: Don Strait <DStrait@B1C.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 3:22 PM 
To: Capp, Lesley <LCapp@StamfordCT.gov> 
Subject: Letter concerning application at 417 Shippan Avenue 
 
Dear Ms. Capp, 
 
Building One Community respectfully submits the attached letter to the Planning Board from Anka Badurina, 
PhD, executive director, concerning the proposed cannabis store at 417 Shippan Avenue, which is on the 
Planning Board’s meeting agenda for tonight. Our organization, Building One Community, has its main office in 
the same building. In addition, Karen Gottlieb, Executive Director of Americares Free Clinics, asked us to submit 
the following statement: 
 

“Americares services clients at our office adjacent to the proposed site of the cannabis retail facility (401 
Shippan Avenue). It is a non-profit organization providing vital health care to the community’s low-
income, uninsured residents.  Americares Free Clinic of Stamford provides direct medical care to those 
18 years and older who are often accompanied by family members.  We support the statements made 
by B1C and share their concerns.” 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Don 
 
Don Strait 

Consultant – Advocacy 

Pronouns: he/his (what’s this?) 
B1C office days: Mon-Fri  
 

 
Here's What's Happening in January at B1C | Volunteer Today! 
You Can Transform Lives - Support Our Annual Appeal 
 

 

  

https://www.mypronouns.org/
https://midd.me/KZN0
https://building1community.org/engage/#current
https://building1community.org/annualappeal/
http://b1c.org/


  



 

 


